Shainirtb seek more time 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, faring wavering 
support from a Jewish religious party, wflf ask Israel's president Monday 
to extend his deaiffine for' Forming a new government, his aide said. 
President Chaim Herzog nominated Shmair's rightist Liknd party to form 
a govepmteiiV after Nov. 1 electrons, ^assuming support from right-wing 
and religious parties that would give Shamir -a parliamentary majority. 
Now the ultra^religioiis Agudat Israel Party, to punish Likud oyer 
religious legislation, has thrown coalition -talks into turmoil by negotiating 
nnwltaneously with Shamir's rival. Labour' Party leader Shimon Peres. 
Yossi Ahimetr, Shamir’s aide, said Sunday , that even if Agudat Israel 
should deckle to stand with Likud, ■‘the prime minister. will ask the 
president for a few more days. We have to polish the agreements and 
prepare them for signing." Under Israeli -law. the president chooses the 




deadline, ending Monday, which the president may extend for up to 21 
days at Shamir's request. 


I 
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Iraq demobilises reservists 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, its guns silent since August after eight years of 
war with Iran, began sending thousands of military reservists home this 
month, an army officer said Sunday. The officer told Reuters the first to 
be released from duty would be those aged 42 and 43 — the oldest 
reservists now serving — and those who had served the longest. The 
officer, who asked not be named, said President Saddam Hussein had 
ordered his army commanders to study the feasibility of releasing all other 
reservists within the next few months. The demobilisation follows Iraq’s 
decision last month to halt recruitment for its 750,000-strong para-military 
People's Army. Hussein said at the time the armed forces had grown from 
12 divisions at the beginning of the war in September 1980 to 100 divisions 
with 1.2S millions men under arms by the lime of the Aug. 20 ceasefire. 
Reservists who worked for the government before being called up are 
guaranteed their old jobs back — during army service they were still paid 
their civilian salaries. 
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Israeli shelling kills 1 in Nabatiyeh 

BEIRUT (API — Shelling from the IsraeS-ocoipied zone in southern 
Lebanon Sunday killed one teenager and wounded seven other people, 
in the southern Lebanese market town of. Nabatiyeh, police said. A 
police spokesman said gunners from positions of the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) shelled the town, for more than two 
‘ hours. 

Israelis intercept Lebanese boat 

TEL AVTV (AP) — An Israeli navy patrol intercepted a fishing boat 
off the coast of southern Lebanon and took its three-man crew into 
custody, a military official said Sunday. The fishing boat was seized 
Saturday morning after the navy patrol identified it as a vessel that 
has been allegedly involved in transporting suspected commandos 
from Cyprus to Smith Lebanon, said the official. The boat, named the 
Hassan, and its crew were taken to an Israeli naval base, where the 
men were being questioned. The official said the men were Lebanese, 
but declined to give farther details. 

Egypt reopens its airspace to Libya 

CAIRO (R) — : Egypt, long at odds with Hs neighbour Libya, said 
Sunday it had reopened toairspace to Libyan commercial flights after 
a nine-year closure. Civil Aviation Director All Zeiko, quoted by the 
Middle East News Agency, said Libyan authorities officially asked two 
weeks ago for facilities at Cairo airport. ‘‘Egyptian authorities have 
agreed to open their airspace for Libyan air traffic starting today,” he 
said. “Libyan aircraft can now land in Cairo, cross Egyptian airspace 
and the national airline can conduct regular flights to Egypt.” It was 
not immediately dear whether Egyptian airlines would get the same 
treatment in Libya. Egyptian officials were not available for comment. 

Soviets conduct nuclear test 

t 

' MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet Union Sunday conducted an under- 
ground nuclear test on a northern island above the Arctic Cirde. The 
TASS news agency said m a two-sentence annoncement that the test on 
the Novaya Zemlya Island was conducted “with a view to upgrading 
military technology.” 

Locusts land on T urkish coast 

ANKARA tR) — - Turkey reported Sunday that locusts had landed in 
agricultural areas along its southern coast, possibly after bring Mown 
across the Mediterranean from North Africa. State-run radio said the 
insects, which have caused widespread destr ucti on in Africa and parts 
of the Middle East, were seen Saturday along a lO-Jdtometrestretchof 
the coast between Kale and Ftnike. TheradJosajd the locusts had not 
yet damaged crops in the important vegetable and citrus area. 


■ ^ British embassy opens in Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — The British flag started flying over the British 

embassy in the Iranian capital of Tehran again Sunday after an 
eight-year absence, the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
reported. The flag of Britain was raised over the downtown embassy 
in a ceremony marking the return or British diplomats to the building. 
^Swedish diplomats looked after British interests since the embassy was 
"closed soon after the Iranian takeover of the American embassy in 
November 1979. 

rn 

| French foreign minister due in Iraq 

-■ ~ p " BAGHDAD (AP) — French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas wiO 
— - arrive in Bagh da d next week for talks with Iraqi leaders on bilateral 
relations and peace efforts in the Gulf war, embassy sources said 
Hp: Sunday. They said the minister will be in the Iraqi capital- Dec. 11 
before leaving for Cairo and three days in Egypt. Dumas, who last 
: visited Iraq in 1986; is expected to meet with President Saddam 
. Hussein and other senior officials. 

Sudan-Libya charter delayed 

^ ■ KHARTOUM (AP) — Opposition by a Sudanese political party to a 
D i proposed unity, charter between Khartoum and Tripoli has postponed 
' | the agoing of the agreement. Prime -Minister Sadeq Ai Mahdi says. 
■ ’ ' j Mahdi told reporters Saturday that there were “differences about the 
. charter of joint action between Sudan and Libya.” Libyan Defence 
> Minister A bn Baker Younis has been visiting Khartoum and the 
] t Libyan and Sudanese delegations had been scheduled to si gn a joint 

J ^communique Saturday, as well as pave the way for the unity charter 
between their two countries, informed sources said that the Democra- 
; tic Unionist Party, the second largest party in parliament, had 
1 postponed the signin g of the agreement when It insisted that the words 
1 “unity between the two countries” be replaced by “the charter for 
- " : joint action.” 

Syria, Iran discuss Lebanon 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez AI Assad held talks 
Sunday with visiting Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Mohammad AH 
Bisharati which diplomats said were aimed at reconciling Lebanon's 
_ fending militias- The AmaJ mil i tia and the Iranian-supported Htebof- 
lah (Party of God) fought a series of street batiks last week for 
dominance in west Beirut and its southern suburbs. Damascus sent in 
■> - troops to end the dashes, in which 29 people were killed and 70 
wounded. 

12 killed in Natal violence 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Twelve blacks were killed is attacks in a 
* Natal province township and two members of the security forces were 
stabbed to death during the weekend, police said Sunday. Police said 
11 people in a house were shot dead when an unknown number of 
j blacks knocked on the door and began firing after ft was opened at 
.about 3 a.m. (0180 GMT) Saturday. Police said three men, six women, 
boy and a girl were killed and two women were wounded in the 
attack at Trnst Seed, near New Hanover in NataL Police said the body 
of a Mack maa with stab wounds was found in another house nearby. 
Police gave no motive or other details in their report. 

^ Chadian delegation leaves for Tripoli 

N'DJAMENA (AP) — For the first time since diplomatic relations 
'* were restored betweerGhad and Libya, a delegation of Chadian 
officials left the capital Sunday to meet with Libyan leader Mmunmar 
Qatthafi in Tripoli^ government sources said. Chad and Libya 
■jm reestablished dhpbipa^-re&iftons Oct 3 after years of border 
9 warfare. No detofls. wrie provided on the meeting with Qadhafi. 

•;J Iran does ‘iron curtain’ 

m ^NICOSIA CAP) --Irattian President Ali Khamenei said Saturday that 
■R Iran does not (datetpHro behind an iron curtain, but wants friendly 
igB political and eronnuric ties with most world states, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported- “Our Muslim people should be 
confident of stgp<fag.Bp to the frig powers. .When powers see our 

people's Iran get along with 

»yr the M awA* Tevotesloa,” Khamenei said. . . . . - 


Jordan is heir to message of 
Great Arab Revolt — Regent 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
qualifies to be the heir of the 
Great Arab Revolt because the 
contemporary history of the 
Kingdom is linked with the 
message of the revolt. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, said 
Sunday. 

Addressing conscripts at the 
Farah Rehabilitation Centre at 
the King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre, the Regent said that the 
Great Arab Revolt was the 
"first event that rallied Arab 
ranks in our modern history." 

"The revolt was based on a 
comprehensive concept of the 

(Continued on page 4) 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Sunday 
addresses a gathering at the Farah Rehabilitation Centre at the AI 
Hussein Medical Centre (Petra photo) 


Israelis raid W. Bank villages; 
7 Palestinians injured in clash 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops Sun- 
day raided five villages in the 
occupied West Bank and rounded 
up an unknown number of 
Palestinian protesters, reports 
said. At least seven Palestinians, 
most of them teenagers, were 
shot and wounded in scattered 
clashes, hospital officials said. 

At the refugee camp. No. 1 
near Nablus, four women and a 
two-day girl child were injured by 
tear-gas inhalation, officials at 
Nablus' Ittihad hospital said. 

In the southern Gaza Strip 
.refugee camp of Jabaiiya. the 
army warned residents through 
loudspeakers to give up any tyres 
they .may be hoarding m their- 
Tioraes or face stiff fines. Palesti- 
nian protesters frequently bum 
tyres In the streets to block roads. 


Of the seven Palestinians 
wounded Sunday, five were shot 
in the occupied Gaza Strip and 
two were wounded in Nablus, the 
largest city in the West Bank. 

An Ameir can-bom immigrant 
was sentenced Sunday to three 
years in jail for the shooting 
death of a Palestinian shepherd 
who brought his sheep to graze 
near a Jewish settlement in the 
West Bank. 

A ■ court last week convicted 
Israel Zeev, 38, originally of Chi- 
cago, of manslaughter for the 
killing of Judeh Abdallah Awad, 
28. Zeev shot the shepherd while 
on guard dury last May. 

It was the first time a Jewish 
civilian., teas - convicted in -the 
death of a Palestinian since the 
start of the almost year-long 
Palestinian uprising. Zeev was 


Mubarak: Arafat to 
stress peace at U.N. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat will 
clearly state bis desire for Middle 
East peace in a speech to the 
United Nations in Geneva next 
week, Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said Sunday. 

“I believe it will include a 
confirmation in clear-cut terms — 
for those whose ideas are not 
dear about the Palestinian prob- 
lem — that peace is the objective 
in the region and that there will 
be no peace if that problem is not 
solved," he said. 

Mubarak was speaking to re- 
porters after more than two hours 
of talks with Arafat, chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). It was their 
fourth meeting in less than two 
mouths. 

The United States has criticised 
the PLO policy as too ambiguous, 
especially on the issue of recog- 
nising Israel, and has refused to 
deal with its officials. Washington 
denied an entry visa to Arafat to 
address the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York this 
week. 

Mubarak said: “Our target is 


peace... we all want to solve the 
problem without terrorism. We’ 
all hope that stability will prevail 
in the region whereby everyone, 
including Israel, would live in 
peace." 

The U.N. General Assembly 
voted 154 to two, with Israel and 
the Unjted States casting the only 
negative votes, Friday to move its 
annual debate on Palestine to 
Geneva so Arafat could speak. 

Arafat praised Mubarak for his 
support and said: "God willing, 
we will all pray in Jerusalem 
soon.” 

He dodged questions about 
Washington’s veto and about 
wbat he would say in Geneva. 
“Let us wait and see," he told 
reporters. 

He also declined to comment 
on wbether he thought the Un- 
ited Nations intended to upgrade 
the PLO’s status from non-voting 
observer to member. 

The Middle East news agency 
reported the comments of both 
leaders. 

Arafat arrived Saturday night. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Angola talks in suspense 
after South African exit 


BRAZZAVILLE (R) — U.S.- 
mediated peace negotiations on 
Angola and Namibia were in sus- 
pense Sunday after the South 
African delegation decamped for 
consultations at home. 

Angola and Cuba reacted 
angrily to the surprise departure 
of the South Africans and ac- 
cused Pretoria of not being se- 
rious about the peace process. 

Diplomats in the Congolese 
capital said they hoped the latest 
hitch in the seven-month-old 
negotiations would only delay but 
not block final agreement which 
they said was tantalisingly close. 

' “Unless there are basic 
changes of policy or decision this 
thing is still on track," a senior 
member of the U.S. mediating 
team told reporters. 

The hasty South African exit 
Saturday night occurred when the 
parties were finalising details for 
signing a long-awaited peace pro- 
tocol covering a Cuban troop 
withdrawal from Angola and in- 
dependence for South African- 
ruled Namibia. 

South Africa, with U.S. back- 
ing, had made the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola a con- 


dition for granting independence 
to Namibia, a former German 
colony bordering Angola which 
Pretoria has ruled since World 
War I. 

Cuban Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Ricardo Alarcon de Quesada 
described the behaviour of the 
South Africans led by Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha as a "second 
rate movie show.” 

“The reason for their escape 
from Brazzaville is that they are 
not ready to sign a peace agree- 
ment and not ready to implement 
the Namibian independence pro- 
cess," be told a news conference. 

Angolan delegation chief 
General Antonio dos Santos 
Franca told Reuters: 

“What the South Africans can- 
not achieve by argument they are 
trying to achieve by tricks." 

Botha defending the decision 
to leave, saying unresolved de- 
tails. in' the negotiations meant 
further consultations with Presi- 
dent P.W. Botha were necessary. 

"I don’t understand what all 
the fuss is about,” he said. He 
indicated the South African de- 
legation would return to the talks 
soon. 


also convicted for shooting and 
seriously injuring a second 
Palestinian. 

The court Sunday sentenced 
Zeev to a two-year suspended 
sentence in addition to three 
years in jail, and ordered him to 
pay the dead Arab's family 
30,000 Israel shekels in com- 
pensation, about 17,500. 

Zeev’s attorney, Jacob Wein- 
roth, said he would probably 
appeal the conviction. 

After Zeev’s sentencing, set- 
tlers from Shilo, 30 kilometres 
north of Jerusalem, rose to shake 
his hand. 

The settlers said they objected 
to the sentence, claiming Zeev 
was merely doing "his duty” 
guarding the settlement and 

(Continued on page 4) 


King sends 
message 
to Assad 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai Sunday 
paid a working visit to Damas- 
cus where he delivered a mes- 
sage from His Majesty King 
Hussein to Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad. 

Assad and Rifai also held 
talks on the current situation in 
the region and bilateral rela- 
tions in a meeting attended by 
Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud AI Zu'bL 

Zu’bi and senior Syrian offi- 
cials received and saw off Rifai 
upon his arrival and departure 
from Damascus. 

Rifai was seen off at Amman 
airport by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Education Minis- 
ter Thouqan Hindawi and a 
number of Cabinet ministers. 

On his return, Rifai was 
received by the ministers of 
state for parliamentary affairs, 
transport and telecommunica- 
tions, information and the 
minister of state for Prime 
Ministry affairs. 


Government to 
slash budget, 
trade deficits 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan expects to 
slash its trade and budget deficits 
in 1989, a cabinet minister said. 

Fayez AI Tarawneh, minister 
of state at the prime minister's 
office, said Jordan was reshaping 
its economic and development 
strategy for the 1990s towards 
industry and services. 

"We are preparing for the 
1990s and we can't imagine the 
economy can go ahead with con- 
sumption at 110 per cent of GDP 
(gross domestic product)," he 
told Reuters in an interview. 

He said Jordan's infrastruc- 
ture, human talent and regional 
position were strong elements. 
“We are not starting from scratch 
... we have all the practical bases 
for a new industrial state by the 
end of the century.” he said. 

The government was planning 
a tough budget for calendar 1989, 
which it hoped to unveil by the 
end of this year. 

“We are still working on it, but 


British defence procurement 
minister arrives in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — British Minister of State for Defence Procure- 
ment Lord Trefgame arrived Sunday for talks with senior Jorda- 
nian officials, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said. 

Petra said the British minister was met npon arrival by Armed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, 
Chief of Staff General Fathi Aha Taleb. and other officials and 
British - diplomats- . - • 

It said the minister was scheduled to tour army bases in addition 
to visiting the Kingdom’s historic cites. 


the deficit should be cut by at 
least half," said Tarawneh, an 
economist. "We will control cur- 
rent expenditure. On the capital 
side, we will cut infrastructure 
projects or those with a high 
foreign component." 

The budgt would channel 
spending towards new investment 
and export promotion funds, but 
maintain subsidies on basic goods 
like oil, wheat, sugar and rice to 
counter inflation. 

Their cost likely to rise to 
about JD 32 million from JD 19 
million in the 1988 budget be- 
cause prices had gone up abroad 
and the dinar bad declined, he 
said. 

Tarawneh estimated the 1988 
inflation rate at six per cent, but 
had no forecast for 1989. No 
wage policy had been decided. 

Tarawneh said the recently 
announced one-year ban on imports 
of luxury items would slice about 
S200 million off the import bill, 
while higher customs duties and 
the dinar's lower value would cut 
imports by another $100 million. 

The effective devaluation 
would boost exports by a fifth, 
bringing in an extra $200 million, 
he predicted. 

“So we are talking of $500 
million on the commodity side in 
1989, which is about one third of 
the trade deficit,” he said. 

Tarawneh said the adjustment 
in the dinar's value should attract 
foreign tourists and discourage 
Jordanians from travel. Coupled 
with higher work permirTees, it 
would also stem the/Sutflow of 

(Continued on page 4} 



Arab Bank Ltd. 

Opening of Two Offices 


In RAS ALAIN and AL ASHRAFIEH 

Arab Bank 

Announces the opening of two offices in 
RAS AL AIN&AL ASHRAFIEH areas 

They started offering banking services 
effective Saturday the 3rd of December, 1988. 


Arab Bank Ltd. 

RAS ALAIN P.OBox 16067, 
TeL746791, 746792, Fax746793 


Arab Bank Ltd. 

AL ASHRAFIEH EO-Box 16067, 
Tel.746891, 746892, Fax746893 







■ ■!• . ’ « Trf'V#* : 



Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES^ MWiDAV DECEMBER^ 


Thousands of lives 
too late, south Sudan 

relief airlift begins 


By Hamza Hendawi 
Reuter 


KHARTOUM — Many , thousands of lives too 
late, an airlift to feecTah estimated two million 
malnourished people in war-torn south Sudan finally 
began Sunday after months of wrangling. 


International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) first proposed ' 
almost a year ago to fly supplies 
to both rebel-controlled and gov- 
ernment-held areas of the south: 
But tortuous negotiations with 
the Khartoum government and 
rebels of the Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) meant 
the ICRC planes were rot cleared 
for take-off until Sunday. 

Foreign relief officials in Khar- ■ 
toum said the supplies would 
arrive too late for tens of 
thousands who have starved to 
death. They also expressed fears 
that the airlift might be brief in ■ 
view of what they called the ' 
treacheries of the five-year war. • 
“I cannot say what exactly will 
happen to bring the operation to 
a halt, but 1 can say that there are 
no angels in this war," said one 
senior relief official. 

A Hercules C-130 plane left 
Khartoum for the government- 
held town of Wau. 1,000. 
kilometres to the southwest, with . 
4.5 tonnes of food and two 


trucks, ICRC officials said. A 
six-man ICRC relief team also 
left Khartoum for WAU in a light 
aircraft. 

Simultaneously, two planes left 
‘.'the northwestern Kenyan town of 
' Lokicbokio for the towns of Ler 
and Akon, both held by the 
SPLA. 

The plane for Ler carried only 
fuel to supply a fleet of planes 
expected to shuttle between 
Lokichokio. and Akon. The 
Akon-bound plane carried 7 00- 
kilogram rhes of medicine and 
children’s supplementary food, 
the officials said. 

Flights to the army-controlled 
town of Aweil and rebel-held 
Yirol are due later this week’. Aid 
workers say 8,000 people died in 
Aweil alone between June and. 
September this year. 

* In 1986 an ICRC relief opera* 
don for the south was called off 
after only a few days because the 
SPLA shot down a Sudanese air- 
liner over the southern town of 
Malakal, killing all 62 people on 


board. 

The SPLA, led by former army 
colonel John Garang, has fought 
in the South since 1983 to end 
what it regards as domination by 
the north. 

The guerrillas have often 
ambushed river barges, truck 
convoys and trains carrying food 
to the south, claiming they were 
also used to resupply troops. 

They have also mined roads 
and their long-standing threat to 
shoot down planes flying to the 
south without their permission 
has prevented any major relief 
airlift. 

The fighting and consequent 
famine have forced around three 
million southerners to seek food 
and security elsewhere in Sudan 
or in neighbouring Etbiopia. 
Thousands died en route or short- 
ly after arrival. 

Last week the Khartoum gov- 
ernment approved a tentative 
peace pact with the SPLA. which 
still needs parliamentary 
approval. 

The rCRC hopes to stockpile 
food and medical supplies with 
local relief committees in the 
south for use during next year's 
April-October rainy season. 

Relief officials said the ICRC 
was confident of winning the trust 
of local army commanders and 
guerrillas but was concerned ab- 
out the reaction from militias and 
merchants in the south. 


Hijack gang back in Moscow 
to face ‘deserved punishment’ 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Mem- ■ 1 
bers of an armed gang who hi- 
jacked a Soviet plane to Israel 
have arrived back in Moscow, the 
Soviet news agency TASS said 
Sunday. 

The hijackers seized a bus full 
of children Thursday, released 
them and then flew to Israel on a‘ 
commandeered plane. Israel sent , 
them back to the Soviet Union .. 
after they gave themselves up on • 
arrival. 

TASS said four ■‘terrorists" ar- 
rived at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo 
airport aboard two special Aerof- 
lot flights. 

It said a fifth person previously 
referred to as a gang member was 
Tamara Yakshiyants. wife of 
ringleader Pavel Yakshiyants. . 
and that she had in fact been a 
hostage. 

Pavel Yakshiyants and another 
hijacker arrived back in Moscow 
at 2.30 a.m. on the nyushin-76 
which had taken them to Israel. 

His wife and the other two hijack- 
ers arrived 20 minutes later on a 
Tupolev-154, TASS said. 

The Tupolev-154 had flown to 
Tel Aviv Saturday with 19 Soviet 
medical staff and investigators 
after Israel agreed to hand the 
gang over to face trial. 

llie gang had stolen more than 
$2 million worth of roubles which 
TASS said were later handed 
over to Soviet authorities. 

TASS said later Sunday the 
man, led by Yakshiyants, 38, 
already convicted of thefts and 
hold-ups, would “sustain a de- 
served punishment." 

“It was the first time that such 
an operation has been carried out 
with the participation of another 


state and its results can be de- 
scribed as successful," TASS 
said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said Sunday that the 
Soviet Union's enthusiastic re- 
sponse to . Israel's role in the 
hijacking episode had given “at 
new significance” to ties . with 
Moscow. 

Peres also said in an interview 
with army radio that Israel agreed 
to speedily return the hijackers to 
the Soviet Union only after re- 
ceiving assurances they wouldn’t 
face the death penalty. 

“The Soviets promised us in 
writing that these people 
wouldn't be executed and so 
there was no point in delaying or 
complicating the process,” Peres 
said. 

He was also full of praise for 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze who personally 
and warmly thanked Israeli con- 
sular chief in Moscow, Aryeh 
Levine, for Israel's help in the 
affair. 

Shevardnadze was the highest 
ranking Soviet official to meet 
Levine since the Israeli delegates 
arrived in Moscow last July. 

Peres said the gesture was 
“almost without precedent in our 
relations with the Soviet Union in 
recent years. I want to hope this 
has a significance beyond the 
event of the day.” 

“And we have an interest to 
continue cultivating the relations 
that are emerging now," Peres 
said. v 

--“The representations in Israel 
and Moscow now have a new 
significance,” Peres added, refer- 
ring also to a Soviet consular 


delegation that has been working 
out of the Finnish embassy in Tel 
Aviv since July 1987. 

Israeli newspapers also echoed 
Peres’ hopes that the weekend 
hijacking drama, which involved 
unusual exchanges between the 
Israeli and Soviet governments, 
would bring more improvement 
in ties with Moscow. 

On Friday, Israeli army Chief of 
Staff Dan Shomron described 
them as “simple criminals who 
wanted to flee the Soviet Union." 

The hijack drama began ,in a 
remote corner of the southern 
Soviet Union Thursday, when the 
four men armed with pistols and a 
sawed-off shotgun comman- 
deered the scboolbus with 30 
children. 

Soviet authorities gave the hi- 
jackers an Dyushin-76 transport 
jet with crew and S3 -3 million in 
exchange for the release of the 
children and a teacher. 

The hijackers forced the crew 
to fly to Israel. The jet landed at 
5:47 p.m. (1547 GMT) Friday, 
and they surrendered a half hour 
later. 

They came off the plane car- 
rying bags filled with dollars, 
rubles, Swiss francs and other 
foreign currency, and dumped 
the paper bills and coins oo the 
tarmac after Israeli troops in- 
sisted they prove they were not 
holding explosives. 

The five were taken to Abu 
Kabir prison for interrogation. 
Two were Armenians, two were 
Russians and one was from the 
Ossetian Soviet Republic near 
Turkey. None was Jewish. 


Afghan rebels say peace talks a victory 



NICOSIA (R) — An Afghan 
rebel official said Sunday they 
had achieved a victory by hold- 
ing direct peace talks with a 
Soviet delegation. 

Three guerrilla leaders be- 
gan negotiations with a Soviet- 
team late Saturday at the Saudi 
mountain resort of Taif on the 
Red Sea coast and held a 
second session Sunday. 

Moscow bad refused pre- 
viously to talk to the rebels, 
backed by the United States, 
white they rejected negotiations 
with the Soviet-backed Afghan 
government which they regard 
as illegal. 

“This is a victory for ns 
because the talks are directly 
with us..- with no representa- 
tion from the Kabul govern- 
ment," said the rebel official. 


contacted in Riyadh by tele- 
phone. 

The rebels who have been at 
war for nine years have vowed 
to fight on until all Sonet 
troops leave Afghanistan. 

“We do not want to give 
them time to breathe,” said the 
official, who declined to be 
identified. “The talks are not 
just on exchanging prisoners... 
they are dealing with higher 
issues.” 

Following low-level talks in 
Pakistan last month, the two 
sides announced the release of 
three Soviet prisoners in return 
for 30 gnerrfllas. 

Saudi Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials refused to comment on the 
progress of the negot i ations in 
Taif. 

The Afghan rebel delegation 


was led by Burhanuddm Rab- 
bani, head of an affiance of 
seven gnerriQa groups. 

The Soviet team was beaded 
by Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yuli Vorontsov, Moscow's 
ambassador to Kabul. He is 
regarded as c tege to K remfin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev and 
authorised to take key deridons 
on Afghanistan, diplomats 
said. 

Moscow has puBed Out near- 
ly half its 115,000-man force in 
Afghanistan following an 
agreement signed In April bat it 
halted the withdrawal on the 
grounds that rebel activity had 
increased. The agreement cal- 
led for a complete w it hd r awal 
by mid-February. 

A statement issued in Islama- 
bad on Rab ham’s behalf said 


the guerrillas would demand 
“a total and immediate with- 
drawal of Russian troops, pay- 
ment of war reparations and 
ingest rsnoval of mines fai 
areas under Rassraa occupa- 
tion.” 

The rebels have rejected the 
April accords signed in Geneva 
by Pakistan and the Kabul gov- 
ernment, but Vorontsov was 
expected to raise Moscow's 
proposal that mi international 
conference should be held on 
Afghanistan's fa tore. 

Afghan President NsjQmflah 
said he had proposed direct 
taiio? to the fighting in a 
message to a leading rebel fidd 
commander, Ahmad iSfaafa 
Massood, the official Soviet 
news agency TASS reported 
from Kabul. 


“At present cootacte fan, 


maintained through '■ varfe* 
dnoMb with Aland Sbr 
Massood,” TASS (prated ft 
jQmfiah as saytag. . 

“Messages sent fo ffie pnw 
test leader of the opposite* 
inside the country convey pro* 
ocab about fired talks on tlj 
question of cessation of Uoob 
shed without any precond 
tioos. 

“We are now waiting tor i 
reply to the messages and fa 
reciprocal proposals,” Nttfiboj 
fate said. 

Last month. In a five sateflfo ti A 
interview, rebel leader Rabbaa 
told reporters tint “we better* 
that the government of Afgba.' 
ustan does not have the powe' 
to remain without the Soviets 


U.S., Israel have ‘secret 
accord on covert action 9 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
newspaper has reported that an 
Israeli linked to the Iran-contra 
affair who died in a plane crash, 
last week said in June that a. 
secret U.S.-Israeli agreement au- 
thorised counterterrorist opera- 
tions he supervised with former 
White House aide Oliver North. 

According to the Washington 
Post in its Sunday editions, Amir- 
am Nir. the former Israeli offi- 
cial who died in a crash in 
Mexico Wednesday, told the Post 
last summer that the agreement 
authorised still-secret operations 
that he and North supervised in 
1985-86. 

The Post said U.S. and Israeli 
sources confirmed the existence 
of the Israeli- American agree- 
ment, referred to as “terms of 
reference" or “accords" by some 
knowledgeable sources. The pap- 
er said the agreement never was 
disclosed to Congress. 

Nir, who served as an adviser 
to two Israeli prime ministers, 
maintained that the secret U.S.- 
Israeli covert operations were au- 


thorised by an agreement signed 
by President Ronald Reagan and 
then-Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, said the Post. 

Other sources said the agree- 
ment was signed at a lower level 

Although few details of these 
operations have been disclosed, 
the paper said, Nir said the Israeli 
government has detailed records 
of all of them. 

The Post said one operation 
conducted under the agreement 
was the organising of an armed 
force of Lebanese Druze in 
Beirut in May 1986, at a time 
when the White House was con- 
sidering the use of force to try to 
free U.S. hostages in Lebanon. 

As described by Nir, the agree- 
ment led to a series of covert 
actions that had common tactical 
elements, according to the Post. 
The secret transactions that led to 
the diversion of U.S.-Iran arms 
sales profits to the contra rebels 
in Nicaragua may have fit a pat- 
tern established in those under- 
takings. the newspaper said. 

Nir was interviewed by Post 



Amiram Nir 

reporter Bob Woodward June 25 
and June 26 in London, with an 
agreement that none of the in- 
formation would be attributed to 
him without further discussions, 
the newspaper said. 

Nir told the Post in October 
that he still was not ready to “go 
public” with the information, foe 
newspaper said. It said Post edi- 
tors concluded that Nit's death 
removed the reasons for the 
agreement to withhold attribu- 
tion of the information he had 
provided. 


Cyprus presses bid 
for EEC membership 


RHODES (AP) — Cyprus, seek- 
ing closer ties with Western 
Europe, pressed its case for 
European Economic Community 
(EEC) membership in the mar- 
gins of a two-day EEC summit that 
ended here Saturday. 

Led by . Foreign Minister 
George Jacovou, Cypriot officials 
lobbied in the summit's corridors 
and also staged a cultural exhibit 
on their divided island's history of 
trading with the West. 

“We're here on the 
periphery... and I’m here as a 
citizen of Famagusta to launch 
toe exhibit on its more than three 
thousand years of history," Jaco- 
vou told reporters Saturday. 

“Of course we're eager to talk 
about our plans... and about an 
applicant for EEC membership 
that bars people from returning 
to their homes in the town,” he 
said, in a reference to Turkey, 
which keeps 35,000 soldiers in 
northern Cyprus where the Tur- 
kish Cypriot minority unilaterally 
proclaimed independence in 


1983. 

The 1974 Turkish invasion 
ter a Greek-led coup on Cyp 
drove more than 30 ,C 

Greek Cypriots from their hoc: ' 

and transformed Famagusta ft 
a booming tourist resort intt 
ghost town where, Jacovou sa 
“trees grow in the streets." 

The EEC, under pressure fr. 
Greece, has linked Turkey's l< 
application for membership w 
progress on reuniting Cyprus 
With Greece presiding over 
summit, the Cyprus probl 
came back into focus. 

In a statement, the 12 E 
leaders called for “rapid pr , 
ress” in new talks between 
Greek Cypriot and Turkish C 
riot lea (tors to end the “m. 
division of the island.” 

President George Vassil...- 
and Rauf Denktash, bead of* 
self-proclaimed Turkish Cyp? 
republic of northern Cyp 
started reunification talks 
October under United Nati 
'auspices. 


Refusal of Arafat visa widens U.S.-U.N . rift 


• By Victoria Graham 

■ The Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
U.S. decision to deny Yasser 
Arafat a visa when he wanted 
to address the General Assem- 
bly put the United States ou a 
collision course with the world 
body at a time when old 
wounds were beginning to 
heal. 

The General Assembly 
voted 154-2 Friday to recon- 
vene in Geneva Dec. 13-15 so 
Arafat, toe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) chair- 
man, can address it. 

The assembly's action is con- 
sidered a slap in the face to the 
administration of President 
Ronald Reagan, whose tenure 
has been marked by strained 
relations with the United Na- 
tions. 

The highest-ranking U.S. 
official at the United Nations, 
distressed by the U.S. action, 
wrote to Reagan saying the 
move bad “done incalculable 
damage to U.S. credibility in 
the world arena.'’ 

Under-Secretary-General 


Joseph Verner Reed, in a let- 
ter leaked Friday, urged the 
president, “Let him speak. Let 
the world community hear his 
words.” 

“The United States is a 
proponent of free speech all 
over toe world," be wrote. 
"Yet it will not permit Chair- 
man Arafat to enter the United 
States to speak in a public 
forum on international terri- 
tory.” 

Reed called the visa denial a 
violation of the U.S.-U.N 
headquarters agreement. 

“Does this spell the end of 
toe United Nations in the Un- 
ited States and the United 
States in the United Nations?” 
Reed asked in the letter. 

Reagan officials have ac- 
cused toe United Nations of 
anti-Western bias, wasteful- 
ness and of running a bloated, 
inefficient bureaucracy in need 
of reform. Washington has 
withheld hundreds of millions 
of dollars in dues in recent 
years to register its displeasure 
with the organisation. 

The United States frequent- 
ly was denounced as im- 


perialistic by developing na- 
tions, -Which dominate the 159- 
nation General Assembly. 

But in recent years, civility, 
cooperation and equilibrium 
had been restored. 

The United States praised 
the United Nations and its 
peacekeeping efforts in Afgha- 
nistan and in the Iran-Iraq war 
and its potential for 
peacekeeping in southern Afri- 
ca, Western Sahara, South- 
East Asia and elsewhere. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


When Reagan delivered his 
final presidential speech to the 
United Nations in September, 
he was well-received. 

U.N. officials, U.S. allies, 
Arab leaders and most of the 
international community 
opposed the move to bar Ara- 
fat. They said the United 
States was obliged, under the 
1947 U.N. headquarters agree- 
ment, to grant visas to all U.N. 
diplomats and invitees on U.N. 
business. 


The_ United States, which 
'admitted Arafat in 1974 to 
address the world body, now 
says he is an “accessory” to 
“terrorist" acts and bars him. 

Arab diplomats said the re- 
jection of Arafat’s visa applica- 
tion on those grounds was a 
slap in toe face to the United 
Nations. 

“This is toe last hurrah of 
toe Reagan administration and 
has eroded U.S. credibility 
with Arab nations,” said Go- 
vis Maksoud, ambassador of 
the Arab League to toe United 
Nations. 

“But we do not think it will 
do lasting damage,” he added. 

“We fully expect the new 
administration of President- 
elect George Bush will be 
more pragmatic and less 
ideologically obsessive than its 
predecessor. We expect the 
new administration to take 
stock of this unfortunate epi- 
sode, learn from the interna- 
tional outrage that it has gener- 
ated and move constructively.” 

Before the Arafat problem, 
the United States was involved 


in another international uproa 
this year over its- efforts n 
close toe PLO's U.N. mission 
That move, opposed ir 
Secretary of State Georgi 
Shultz, was pursued by tht . 
Justice Department until ; 
federal judge in New York sail 
the move was illegal am 
violated U.S. obligations to th< 
United Nations. 


The episode soured U.S. 
U.N. relations. Most Aral 
states wanted to move th< 
General Assembly to Geneva 
in protest, and said the Umtei 
States was trying to stifle th> 
voice of the Palestinian people 

Apart from the PLO prot 
lem, toe United States ha 
been estranged from the worl 
body because its total outstam 
ing dues now are more tha 
$400 million as a result of th' 
money withheld to protef 
U.N. policies. 

In September, the Reaga 
administration announced 
would pay some back dues an 
make arrangements to pay to 
outstanding balance. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 7731 1 1-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:00 Koran 

15 JO Programme review 

15:25 Children’s programmes 

16:00 Football match 

18:00 News summary in Arabic 

18:05 World News 

18:20 Arabic series 

19:00 Local programme 

19:40 Programme review * 

2ft0O News in Arabic 

20-J0 Arabic series 

21:25 Programme review 

21:59 Monday Forum 

22:20 Variety show 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Variety show foonld.) 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:3Q Pierre etlcboup 

18:00 French documentary 

1&30 Rue Carnot 

19,-00 News in French 

19:15 Weekly Sport magazine ‘ 

19:39 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

20:00 News in Arabic 

20i30 George Burns 

21:16 Lizzie's pictures 

22tiW News in English 

22:20 Play ofibe week: "The Badertackr 
Tapes” 


RADIO JORDAN 

SS5 KHZ, AM At 99 MHz. FM 
At partly on 9X0 KHz. SW 
Tel: 774111.19 

07:00 Light Music 

07:30 Newsdesk 

08.-0# Morning Show 

IfcOO News Summary 


. IMS lust a Minute 

HIM Good Vibrations 

MJO 30 Minute Theatre 

12£0 News Summary 

UWIS PopSession 

13:00 News Summary 

13415 Pop Session Contd. 

14.-00 News Bulletin 

r 1430 Special Feature 

15:00 Concert Hour 

"KfeOO News Summary 

IfcSS Instrumentals 

. IfcJ© Old Favourites 

' 17:00 .’. Young Sound 

■ 17 JO Arab Scientists 

* l&M News Summary 

1&65 Sports Roundup 

Ifc30 Music 

IfcOO News Desk 

19-J0 Date with a Star 

20:00 Evening Show 

21:80 News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Contd. ' 

-224)0 - News Summary 

22e4K5 Evening Show Continued 

23:00 News Summary 

23:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:60 Close Down 


MUSEUMS 

Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum: Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
ar.ni. - 1.-00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Ckwca-on Friday. 

’FoOdore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Aho mosaics 
bom Madaba and Jcrash (4th to I8ifa 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.ra.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological MuSMb: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jaba! Ai Qal'a 


(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19tth Century orientalist artists. Mun- 
tazab. Jabal Luweibdeh. Opening 
hours: 10.00 a.m. - 1-30 p.m. and 3.00 
9.m.-6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Td. 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating Grom Ihe Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


PRAYER TIMES 
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14:13 
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17:58 



CHURCHES 

Aasembties of Cud Church, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Td. 632785. 

Sit. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Td. 624590. 

Church of the Anaundation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Td. 
637440. 

De la SaBt Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757 Sunday 
English mass (summer rime 6 p.m., 
winter time S p.m.). 

Terramnta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeh, mass in Kalian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday a! 5 JO 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Ansaadation (Greek 


Orthodox) AbdaH, Tel. 623541. •: . 
AogBcau Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 6253S3. 
chaplain's residence tel. 628543. 
Ar m e nia n Catholic Church Ashrafieta, 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
Beh. Tel. 775261. 

SC Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashra/ieh. Td. 771751. 

Amman Intern ati o na l Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Srair 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Chnrcfa) 
taierdenominauond-ecumenia) En- 
glish Service: Saturday 630 p.m. Tet 
822605. Rev. Veli. 

The Church rf Jesus Christ of Latter- . 
Day Salats (Mormon) Tel. 815817. 
821264 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information a supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart ■ 
meat at the Oncen Alia Internationa] 
Airport TeL (08) S3200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

09:16 Aqaba (RJ) 

09:10 Damascus (RJ) 

09-J0 Cairo(RJ) 

09:40 Kuwait f RJ] 

IMS Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


09^0 Sana'a, Jeddah (RJ) 

Ihl* Laroaca(RJ) 

16:45 Cairo (RJ) 

17:36 New York, Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

18 Bangkok (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

»--» - Sana'a (LH) 

09-35 - Cairo (MS) 

1*15 Baghdad (1A) 

1230 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF ) 

- Paris (AF) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

«*».-- Aqaba (RJ) 

11:06 Brussels, Montreal, New York 

(RJ) 

11:45 Vienna, Chicago, Los Angeles 
(RJ) 

12:15 .... Frankfurt, Copenhagen (RJ) 

1230 CairoiRJ) 

1%40 Kuwait, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

19:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

20:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

2fc20 Cairo (RJ) 

2030 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (TermlnM 2) 

Cairo, London (BA) 

- Beirut (ME) 

Frankfort (LH) 

Cairo (MS) 

14:45 Bahrain. Abu DluAu (GF) 

Baghdad (1A) 

21d» — - ...Baghda3(AF) 

WEATHER 


BuDctm supplied by the DepartmeaZ of 
Mete orology. 


A slight drop in temperature will 
occur accompanied by a nse in relative 
humidity percentage, and winds will be 
light and variable becoming north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
win be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Mm/max. temp. 

9/19 

14/25 

5/20 

11/22 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 22, Aqaba 27. Humidity readings: 
Amman 27 per cent, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.TawfiqQabin 623029 

Dr. Khalil Abdoh 795392 

Dr. Geoige Sahouri 894546 

Dr. Tayseer Sa'di 777636 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

S hm e i s am pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Sa'idtaxi .Jw 8898434 

: Badawi taxi ■ 792511 

Aqrabawi taxi 892930 

KayyaKtaxi 786030 

lyaatttxi ^740317 

Mu'm taxi 89S364 

QtBlD: 

Dr.FiddiyaJobour ( — ) 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Maysoun Hannah ( — ) 

Kbahfeb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

C5vil Defence Directorate 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 198.891228 

Blood Bank 778303 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 639141 

Public Security Directorate 

656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

PrieeComplaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 
Com^amts 897467 

Amman M u n icip ality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(director/ assistance) 12 

Overseas Galls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Te l e vi rio n 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Aotbority 680100 

Jordan Eledzicny Authority ... 815615 
Dearie Bower 

Company 648411,636381 

RJ FKghl Information' 08-53200 

Queen Alia InlL Airport. 08-52000 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 81381302 

Khabtfi Maternity, J.Amn™ 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J. Aon.... 642441/2. 
Jabal Amman Maternity......... 642162 

MaBus.r. Amman 63614B 

Palestine. Shmeisani 6A4J71£| 

Shmeisani Hospital :..7669131 


University Hospital 84584 : - 

Al-M tosher Hospital 667ZJ7A . 

Tbc Islamic, Abdafi 666127/3* 

Al-Ahh. Abdali 664164A 

Italian, ALMuhajreen 777101/1'- 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 77511 \f2x 

Army, Marita 891611/1: 

.Queen Alia Hospital 60224W5I - 

Amal Hospital : 67415: . 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)98332 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)99107 - 

tonga Hospital (09)9867? 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)27555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)27227 .. 
Ibo Al Nafees Hospital (02)24710 ' 

Princess Haya Hospital ._ (03)31411 

MARKET PRICES v 

UppcrftowsT price in fils per kt 

Apple (imported) 43Q 1 38 . 

Apple (fool) 600 / 50 

Banana 350 / 30 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 25.. 

Beans ....1 450 / 40 

Cabbage 140/10 

Carrots ....... 300 / 25 

Cauliflower 260 / 20 

Cucumbers 340/28 

Eggplant (targe) 90/ 5-. 

Eggplant (small) ............... 180/12'': 

Garlic 350 / 30' - 

Grapefruit 150/ 12-.. 

Lemon 200/16 

Marrow (large) — .. 150/10 • • 

Marrow (small) 250/20 

. Onufoe(Shammotai) 30OT25 

Otaege (local) 2 20/ « 

Ofivefaeen) — .-350/ 30 

Olive (Mack) 400 / 30 

Onion (dry) 200/16 %. 

Pepper (hot) 2 80/2?, ' 

Pepper (sweet) 280/22 

Potato 250/20 

Raddish„.. , 120/10 

. Spinach 160/12 

Tomatora 380^30 
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Royal Decree approves 
trade pact with Finland 


. rH 


AMMAN - (J.T.) — A Royal De- 
cree Sunday endorsed an agree- 
ment, between Jordan and Fin- 
land paving the ground for coop- 
eration in economic, industrial 
and. technological Helds. * 

The two countries signed the 
five-year renewable agreement 
on Oct- 9 to - expand their mutual 
-relations and facilitate, streng- 
then, diversify and increase the 
volume of trade between them. 

The two sides agreed to en- 
courage investments in 'either 
country and to - launch joint ven- 
tures. - 

Thc agreement was signed by 
Alec Aalto, deputy director 


'general . of. the Finnish Foreign 
Ministry, who said that his gov- 
ernment was making a special 
effort to support private Finnish 
companies in financing trade and 
.offering mixed credits with subsi- 
dised interest. 

He said Finland's trade with 
Jordan was worth only $15 mil- 
lion but that there was a Finnish 
interest in increasing the volume 
;of trade exchange between the 
two countries. 

He said Finland was interested 
in exporting energy, telecom- 
munication systems, wood and 
.knowhow, while Jordan hopes to 
export fertilisers. 


‘Conditions are ripe for Jordan 
to readjust to new realities’ 





REGENT RECEIVES 2 DELEGATIONS: His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince-Hassan. the Regent. Sunday received members of the- 
board of directors of the Jordanian Roads Society and the prepara- 
tory committee for the symposium on road pits. Also Sunday, Prince 
Hassan received participants in. the special meeting on planning 
policies of World Industrial Property Organisation and discussed 
with them scopes of cooperation between Jordan and WIPO. (Petra) 

REGENT CONGRATULATES THAILAND: His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent. Sunday sent a cable to King 
Bhumibo! Adulyadej of Thailand, congratulating him in his own 
name and m the name of Jordan's people and government on 
Thailand's Independence Day. Prince Hassan also wished King 
Bhumibol continued good health and happiness and the Thai people 
further progress and prosperity.- (Petra) 

CZECH LEADER PRAISES JORDAN: Czechoslovak President 
Gustav Husak has paid tribute to His Majesty King Hussein’s efforts 
worldwide for establishing a just and durable peace in the Middle 
East. The president expressed deep satisfaction with the develop- 
meat of Jordanian-Czechoslovak relations in various fields and said 
his coantry would continue to support Arab causes, especially efforts 
for convening an international conference on the Middle East. Husak 
spoke upon* receiving the credentials of Jordan's non-resident 
* Ambassador Hani Tabbara, who is also the Kingdom’s ambassador 
to Yugoslavia. Tabbara conveyed the King's greetings to the Czech 
president and his wishes for the Czechoslovak people for further 
progress and prosperity.. (Petra) 

2 NEW CIVIL DEFENCE CENTRES: Gvil Defence Director 
General Khalid Tara wn eh -Sunday inaugurated two dvil defence 
centres, one in Sabba and the other in A1 Usquf in Mafraq 
G overnorate. The two centres will provide first aid. fire-fighting and 
rescue services to citizens in these two areas. <( Petra) 

PLASTIC ART EXHIBITION: Mu’ta University President Ali 
Mabafza Sunday opened the first plastic, art exhibition of Uthman 
Dmour at the university. (Petra) 

MILITARY EXHIBITION: Deputising for Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the Environment, Jar ash District Governor 
Rateb Majali Sunday opened a five-day military exhibition, orga- 
nised by Jerash municipality in cooperation with the Armed Forces 
Moral Guidance Department on the occasion of His Majesty King 
Hussein's birthday. (Petra) 

ARAB HEALTH MINISTERS’ MEETING: Jordan is taking part 
in a meeting by the Arab health ministers due to open in Damascus 
Monday to' discuss the prospect of teaching medicine and medical 
sriences in Arabic: In a statement before departure to take part in the 
meeting Health Minister ZaidHamzeh said the imftistets are meeting 
to look into the prospect of arabising the teaching of medicine. 
(Petra) 

OFFICIALS END TRAINING COURSE: A total of 27 senior 

f ovemment officials Sunday ended a training course organised by the 
nstitute of Public Administration (IPA). The course was in 
implementation of decision taken by the Higher Royal Commission 
for overhauling the dvil service system in the country. (Petra) 

LOANS FOR MA'AN FARMERS: The Agricultural Credit 
Corporation has given loans worth JD 237,000 to fanners in Ma’an 
Governorate to be used for 37 agricultural projects. (Petra) ■ 

STATISTICS TRAINING SEMINAR: A 10-day training seminar 
for government employees in the Gulf countries, Syria, Qatar, Iraq 
and Palestine opened at the department of statistics in Amman- 
Sunday. Among the speakers at the opening session was Dr. Abdul 
Hadi Alawin, the department's director, who underlined the import- 
ance of statistics for (Vrab national development, and outlined the 
department’s activities and programmes in the Kingdom. The 
seminar is organised by the Baghdad-based Arab Institute for 
Statistics and Research Training. (Petra) 

^ 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions . 

EXHIBITIONS 


ft A plastic art exhibition by eight Jordanian artists at Abdul 
Hamid Shuman Foundation in which more than 69 pa i n tings 
are on display. 

☆ An exhibition on AOa, an Islamic medieval city, port of 
Palestine and the storehouse of Hjjaz on the China Sea, at the 
Department of Antiquities’ Registration and Research Centre, 
ft A combined exhibit of watercolours, oil paintings and prints' 
including works by: Firyal Azami, Diana Shamounlti, Rima 
Farah, and few otto* artists, with a display of wall hangings by 
Yvone Yassin* on popular Nursery Rhyme Themes at the Hotel 
Jordan Intercontinental Gallery, 
ft An exhibition of drawings and watercolours of German 
Romanticism at the Fine Arts Department, the . Yarmook 
University. 

ft The annual book exhibition of the Yarmook University which 
includes academic, scientific and cultural books besides exhibit- 
ing dictionaries and scientific encyclopaedias, 
ft A Yugoslavian art exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
ft A military exhibition which displays military books, photos for 
His Majesty King Hussein, and paintings by several Jordanian 
artists at Jerash Municipality Library, 
ft A plastic art exhibition by Jordanian artist Otiunan Dumonr at 
Mu’ta University. 

ft An art exhibition by Iraqi artist Latifltawi at Al Waati Gallery 
for plastic art — 6:00 p.m. 

FORUM 


ft A round table discussion on Museum Education led by Dr. 
Manfred- Vogt and with directors and staff members of the 
museums in Jordan-and interested experts in education at Hays 
Cultural Centre -*-11:00 a.m. 

THEATRE , 

ft An Arabic ptay entitled “Ya ‘Antar” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 7:00 pjn. 

FILM 


ft An Italian film, English, subtitle*’ “Farleflo V*re” 

(Brother Sea; at the Royal Cultural Centre — 8:00 p. kU . 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, paid a surprise 
visit to the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade Saturday evening 
and met with a committee en- 
trusted with following up the 
implementation of the govern- 
ment's recent monetary, econo- 
mic and financial derisions. 

In the presence of Prince 
Hassan, the committee chair- 
man, Mohammad Saqqaf re-, 
viewed the committee’s main 
task which also includes the 
effects of the government's de- 
cisions on various sectors and 
dealing with problems and. dif- 
ficulties in the course of im- 
plementing the decisions. 

Prince Hassan said condi- 
tions are now ripe for Jordan to 
readjust to new realities and 
adapt to the requirements of 
the new stage in development, 
so that the process of construc- 
tion and prod action can con- 
tinue. 

“A comprehensive national 
mobilisation effort should take 
place since the present stage in 
Jordan’s economic develop- 
> ment is not a temporary one,” 
the Crown Prince added. 

He said that this stage re- 
quires the economic sectors to 




HRH frown Prince Hassan 

adapt and adjust to new re- 
quirements and new realities, 
and that the committee ought to 
undertake a reassessment pro- 
cess every three months in 
order to determine its achieve- 
ments and to deride on further 
measures. 

He added: “Priorities should 
be altered in accordance with 
the given circumstances, and 
coordination among various 
government agencies is essen- 
tial especially in matters per- 
taining to major economic pro- / 
jects.” 

Prince Hassan emphasised 


that imported commodites 
should be made to serve the 
objectives of exports, and that 
Jordan ought to conclude 
“equitable” trade deals with 
other countries. He also stres- 
sed that the comprehensive de- 
velopment charter proposed by 
His Majesty King Hussein 
should serve as a guideline for 
every enterprise. 

“The present stage calls for 
radical changes in the com- 
munications sector so that the 
information media - can be 
transformed into a tool helping 
to promote national mobilise- 
tiou, lending further impetus to 
production,” Prince Hassan 
pointed out. 

In presenting bis review of 
the committee's task, Saqqaf 
referred to the committee’s 
accomplishments, and said that 
its members meet twice a week 
to examine issues referred to it 
from other government minis- 
tries. 

Saqqaf announced that the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
will shortly appoint commercial 
attaches at Jordan’s embassies 
in Belgium, Japan and the Un- 
ited Stales to help promote 
marketing Jordanian n a tional 
products. 


Regional seminar to discuss effects 
of environmental health problems 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) will orga- 
nise a regional conference in Am- 
man between Dec. 10 and 14 to 
discuss environmental health 
problems and their impact on 
social, economic and industrial 
development. 

A statement by the WHO’s 
Amman-based Centre for En- 
vironmental Health Activities 
(CEHA) said that many of the 
problems that is currently faring 
in the East Mediterranean region 
with regards to environmental 
health are complex and intrinsi- 
cally associated with the needs of 
development. - . 

In addition^ the potential for 
severe environmental damage 
through uncontrolled or hapha- 
zard industrial and urban expan- 
sion is very great, the statement 
noted. 

The conference, which will .be 
held under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, is expected 


to review 28 working papers deal- 
ing with the following main 
topics: Development strategies 
for the region, development and 
public health, rural and urban 
development, appropriate tech- 
nologies for development and im? 
plications for environment and 
health, appropriate technologies 
for water supply and sanitation 
and their implementation, human 
resources development in en- 
vironmental health and inter-sec- 
toral collaboration in environ- 
mental protection. 

The statement pointed out that 
while some papers will address 
immediate problems, others will 
focus on the longer term issues 
that should be influencing 
strategy and policy-planning in 
member states. 

The ; statement, whicb was 
issued by CEHA. said that during 
the conference Prince Hassan is 
expected to inaugurate CEHA’s 
new premises at Urii Uthaina, a 
three-floor building provided by 
the Health Ministry to help prom- 
ote the centre's activities. 

The conference will be divided 


NHF trains teachers in use of 
drama as modern teaching method 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The use of drama 
and theatre in education is yet 
another subject being tackled by 
the Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF), as one of its many pro- 
jects around the Kingdom. 

‘ in cooperation with the Minis- 
try of Education, the NHF is 
conducting a workshop to train 
teachers in both private and pub- 
lic schools to use various drama 


skills in developing the imagina- 
tion and positive tendencies 
among children. 

The workshop is also designed 
to train teachers in the .use of 
drama as a modern teaching 
method, far from the traditional 
method of rote. Practical applica- 
tions of such acquired skills is 
expected to be of use to the 50 or 
so teachers attending the work- 
shop and representing various 
schools, from all over the 
country. 


The foundation started its 
theatre in education programme 
in 1987 in an attempt to provide 
children with opportunities to 
learn through drama, and at the 
same time to promote drama in 
Jordan. 

The training of teachers takes 
place in both private. and public 
schools in addition to community 
colleges. For although the prog- 
ramme was started in Amman, its 
eventual aim is to reach all parts 
of the Kingdom. 


JAMPCO to import Lebanese apples 
in exchange for Jordanian vegetables 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — The 
Jordan Agricultural Marketing 
and Processing Company 

Canadian firm 
starts new 
training 
programme 

WORLDWIDE Canadian Man- 
agement Consultants Inc. , is 
pleased to announce that they, 
have started a unique on-the-job 
training programme which has 
been tested successfully in the 
marketplace. 

Their programme provides tra- 
ditional training combined with 
on-the-job training which de- 
velops a person's business re- 
quired skills including, business 
communications, business plan- 
ning and presentation along with 
computer applications. 

Computers are invading almost 
all aspects of their business and 
professional lives. However, due 
to a lack of well trained and 
experienced people, there are 
thousands of job vacancies in the 
U.S., Canada and several coun- 
tries of the Middle East. 

Copies of our on-the-job train- 
ing programme- are now avail- 
able. For those who are in- 
terested contact: Worldwide 
Canadian Management Consul- 
tants Inc., P-O- Box 639, Picker- 
ing, Ontario, Canada LTV 3T3. 


(JAMPCO) has embarked on im- 
plementing an agreement with 
Lebanon under whicb Lebanese 
apples will be exchanged for 
Jordanian vegetables, JAMPCO 
Director General Ghazi Abu 
Hassan announced Sunday. 

Jordan is selling Lebanon near- 
ly 4,000 tonnes of marrows, egg- 
plants, cucumbers, beans, sweet 
and hot pepper in exchange for 
apples, according to the agree- 
ment which went into effect 
Saturday, Abn Hassan said. 

JAMPCO takes charge of all 
Jordanian agricultural exports to 
Arab and non-Arab countries, 
especially European nations, and 
organises the purchase and 


marketing of local crops to ensure 
a sufficient flow of vegetables and 
fruit in the Jordanian markets. * 

Tomatoes bought by the com- 
pany are normally sold here and 
abroad and surpluses are turned 
into paste at the company’s pro- 
cessing plants at Marka, the Ari- 
da. South Shuneh, North 
Shuneh, Wadi Al Yabes and 
Gbor Al Safi. 

JAMPCO last mouth sold 160 
tonnes of Jordanian vegetables in 
European markets in imple- 
mentation of contracts concluded 
with importers and it is under 
contract to sell up to 7,000 tonnes 
of vegetables to these markets in 
the current season. 


Health Ministry, JUST 
sign cooperation pact 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Helath Ministry and" the Jordan University 
of Science and Technology (JUST) have signed an agreement for 
cooperation in improving and expanding primary health care 
services. 

The agreement provides for JUST to open a course for post 
graduates in primary health care so that they can be employed to 
offer services to the Health Ministry's hospitals and health centres. 

It also includes plans to provide special medical training for Health 
Ministry employees working in the primary health care services, and 
provide advanced training at JUST for ministry dentists, nurses and 
paramedics within the primary health care programmes, operated by 
the Ministry of Health in the Kingdom. 

The two sides agreed on forming a technical and administrative 
committee to follow up the implementation of the agreement and to 
set up sub-committees charged with discussing academic and admi- 
nistrative matters of mutual concern. 


Crown Prince to be named ‘Volunteer of the Year’ 


Jordan to honour 
volunteers today 


By Ghadeer Taber 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Monday, Dec. 5, is another landmark 
for the international community in that it is “ Inter- 
national Volunteer Day” — a day of volunteers 
everywhere. For Jordan it has an additional signifi- 
cance since it offers an opportunity to remind 
everyone of the noble sentiments behind voluntary 
work and honour the spirit that motivates it. 


into eight sessions spread over 
five working days, while a sixth- 
day has been allocated for partici- 
pants to visit places of interest 
and development projects in the 
country. 

The first session will be addres- 
sed by Prince Hassan along with 
Dr. Hussein Gezairy, the centre’s 
regional director and Health 
Minister Zaid Harazeh. 

Participants will come from 
Jordan, Afghanistan, Bahrain, 
Cyprus, South Yemen. Djibouti, 
Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Leba- 
non, Libya. Morocco, Oman, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria, North Yemen and 
representatives of the WHO re- 
gional office for Africa, the re- 
gional office for South East Asia, 
the regional office for the West- 
ern Pacific, along with those rep- 
resenting the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO), 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), the United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP), United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
the World Bank. 


Jordan joins international 
celebrations marking the day with 
a grand ceremony lield Monday 
morning under royal patronage at 
the Sports City to honour -volun- 
tary organisations and individuals-' 
who have made their mark oo 
voluntary work in the Kingdom. 

According to Dr. Abdullah 
Khatib, chairman of the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS), 18 organisations 
“which have done excellent work 
in offering help to the needy and 
six individuals with highly re- 
markable background in volun- 
tary work, will be honoured with 
royal awards at the ceremony. 
Minister of Social Development 
Fawaz Touqan and Khatib are 
scheduled to address the gather- 
ing emphasising the importance 
of voluntary work in the society. 

Another ceremony will be held 
later in the day at the Palace of 
Culture where about 300 Jorda- 
nians who volunteered to help 
victims of drought, famine, floods 
and dvil war in Sudan will be 
presented with certificates of 
appredation. 

The highlight of the ceremony 
will be the naming of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 


the Regent, as “Volunteer of the 
Year" in recognition of his lead- 
ing - role in organising much- 
needed help for the Sudanese 
people and his concern and active 
partidpation in world humanita- 
rian affairs through the Indepen- 
dent Commission on Internation- 
al Humanitarian Issues (1CIHI). 

The Amman ceremonies, in 
which representatives from all 
govemorates in Jordan will take 
part, will be followed in the week 
by visits to outlying areas by 
volunteer teams ’ organised by 
GUVS. 

Khatib said the teams, esti- 
mated to total about 1 ,000, would 
visit hospitals, organisations for 
the physically handicapped and 
other charitable bodies and offer 
voluntary work there. 

Commenting- on the general 
situation in voluntary work in 
Jordan. Khatib said: “I do be- 
lieve that this is one of the high- 
lights of life in the Jordanian 
sodety. The effiriency and self- 
less service of our organisations 
and sodeties for the welfare of 
the poor and Tess fortunate have 
made Jordan one of the best 
countries in the field of voluntary 
work.” 


Dr. Ali A. Attiga. a senior 
United Nations offidal, agrees. 

‘In Jordan voluntary work has 
been taking hold for some time 
now,” said Attiga. resident coor- 
dinator and representative of the 

United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in Jordan. 
“We see that the number of 
charitable non-governmental 
organisations, especially with the 
efforts of women, is quite notice- 
able. compared to other countries 
in the region.” 

He added that he would like to 
see more interest among young 
people to work in depressed areas 
outside Amman or oreverseas. 
“This is what the United Nations 
is particularly interested in and 
would like to promote,” he said. 

In a worldwide campaign, the 
Geneva-based voluntary service 
programme of the U.N. actively 
recruits volunteers from all ages 
— young as well as experienced 
elders. . 

The programme provides u 
subsistence allowance for persons 
sent outside their respective 
countries. According to A l tie 
at present there are more th. 
5.000 people working in if 
programme all over the work.. 

Attiga stressed the importance 
of the spirit of International 
Volunteer Day. 

The U.N. initiated the observ- 
ance of the day since 19Sb. 

“It signifies the concern of the 
world community represented at 
rhe U.N. General Assembly, ft 
gives us a chance to convince 
people of the nobility of volun- 
teer work. It is relatively easy to 
give money, that is why it is so 
much more important to giv 
yourself.” 


Ministry plans new standards for 
any future transport agreements 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Transport and Telecom- 
munications is currently conduct- 
ing a study on the amendment of 
Jordan's agreements with other 
countries in land, air and mari- 
time transport so as to conform to 
Jordanian regulations and rules 
and the government's recent 
financial and economic decisions. 
Minister of Transport and Tele- 
communications Kbaled Al Haj 
Hassan announced Sunday. 

The Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunications is therefore 
revising transport agreements 
and planning new versions for 
any future cooperation with other 
countries in this sector, the minis- 
ter noted. 

Referring to Jordan's transport 
relations with Iraq, the minister 
said cooperation in this respect 
was satisfactory and is in line with 
the recommendations of the joint 
committee resolutions issued in 
Amman late last year. 

Both Iraq and Jordan are keen 
on doing all they can to support 
coordination in maritime and 
land transport fields. 

Under the agreement, the 


Jordanian carrier have been ex- 
empted from paying to Iraq extra 
fees on additional operations car- 
ried out for Iraqi businesses and 
the fees for testing animal pro- 
ducts. Both countries agreed on 
dealing with commodities “lost in 
transit” while being transported 


in containers from Aqaba Port to 
destinations in Iraq, Haj Hassan 
noted. 

He also announced that the 
Iraqi side has now paid up all its 
dues to the amount of JD 3.5 
million to the United Land Trans- 
port Company which transports 
Iraqi goods. 

“Concerned Jordanian author- 
ities are now examining the pros- 
pect of amending legislations and 
laws to make the local shipping 
and clearing agents acting for 
maritime carriers liable to risk 
and responsibility on equal basis 
with that of the shipowners and 
carriers.” the minister said. 

He said this is being examined 
in response to an Iraqi request. 

Haj Hassan said Jordan has 
granted Iraq a discount of 20 per 
cent on fees for its imported 
goods being stored at the poii. 


and 100 per cent on transit ser- 
vices. In addition to a 20 to 55 per 
cent discount of fees imposed on 
refrigerated agricultural products 
stored in containers at the port f 
Aqaba. 

The minister made his state 
ment as the board of directors oi 
Iraq-Jordan Land Transport 
Company (IJLTC) opened a reg- 
ular meeting in Amman to discuss 
matters of concern to the com 
pany. 

The company's Director 
General Jamil Ibrahim said that 
the board discussed an estimated 
budget for 1989 when the cor 
pany is expected to have JD I" 
million in revenues of which JL 
15.6 million will be used in gener- 
al expenditure. 

The board reviewed the fin 
dal report on the company . 
eraiions over the first 10 mom., 
of 1988, which revealed that com- 
pany vehicles transported a total 
of 1.05 million tonnes of Iraqi 
goods between Baghdad and 
Aqaba,. in addition to 29.000 ton- 
nes of phosphate and 50,000 ton- 
nes of Iraqi products going 
abroad via Aqaba. Ibrahim said. 


Swedish expert stresses regional 
cooperation to boost economic b? 


By Salameh B. Ne'matt 
Jordan Times Economics 
Correspondent 

AMMAN — There are major 
shifts taking place in the world's 
economic map. The general 
trends indicate that as far as the 
markets of the Middle East, 
North Africa and the Gulf area 
are concerned, the outlook , 
dominated by pragmatism, is in 
favour of countries like Japan, 
the Soviet Union, India and Chi- 
na. This will be at the expense of 
the United States and countries 
that are members of the Euro- 
pean Community. 

This summarises the views ex- 
pressed by a Swedish specialist on 
the economics and politics of the 
Middle East and .North Africa, 
who is currently on a working 
visit to Jordan. 

Marianne Aringberg-Laanatza 
believes that is far as the United 
States is concerned, the ascen- 
dancy of protectionism-oriented 
Democrats in Congress was 
bound to isolate the United 
States and shrink its market share 
abroad. At the same time, the 
drive towards European integra- 
tion, which dominates the econo- 
mic debate in Europe towards the 
1992 target, is perceived as a 
cause for alarm in terms of the 
Community’s trade ties with the 
countries of the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

In the meantime, Japan is tak r 
ing steps like recycling $30 billion 
outside its borders, mostly in the 
Middle East and North Africa. 
Jordan was One of the countries 
that Japan has. decided to provide 
a $300 million technical assistance 
package. 


“The Japanese have always 
considered the Middle Easfas the 
most important area for energy 
resources,” Aringberg-Laanatza 
pointed out. “They have not 
changed that analysis.” 

She believes that the Japanese 
“are tired of the U.S. pressure" 
in the context of global trade 
relations, and that they want to 
expand their cooperation with the 
region by establishing permanent 
links. 

“They do not want to feel they 
have to change their suppliers of 
oil and gas because of temporary 
political reasons,” she said, 
pointing out to developments in 
the Gulf area. 

As for the Middle East and 
North Africa region is concerned, 
the researcher believes that bi- 
lateral economic cooperation and 
the opening of borders between 
states in the region was a very 
healthy development towards 
building a better economic base, 
through more liberalisation. She 
pointed out to the establishment 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) and the Maghreb unity 
project. 

She noted that the Soviet Un- 
ion, China and to certain extent 
India, have dramatically in- 
creased their economic involve- 
ment in the Middle Ebst and 
North Africa. This involvement, 
she observed, is happening at the 
expense of the United States and 
Europe that are more preoccu- 
pied with internal affairs than 
outside. 

On inter-Arab economic coop- . 
eration. Aringberg-Laanatza 
said, the big stress is on the 
private sector and the libera- 
tion of inter-Arab relations. 

“If thev succeed, they ty*i a 


positive pus’ il- ..lion." 
she told i* '■ . “If it 

does n- . . . jr 1 .ir will 

incr -• in ihe r- pc.,. 

Shk.- contiry. ... "The rime :s 
right for regional economv p::ig- 
matism as an ideofogicrii Nse for 
coope ration. ” In this context, she 
expressed concern at me problem 
of European Community protec- 
tionism. 

As the region faces pro lection- 
ism in Europe and '!>e Um.ed 
States, the expert argue.,, the 
region will shift to inc r -ase links 
with countries like Japan, the 
Soviet Union. China. Brazil and 
India, that are disposing them- 
selves in this direction. 

“They are developing a trade 
network with joint ventures and 
giving favourable credits.” .she 
asserted. The Soviet Union, she 
pointed out, “is having a new. 
profile of pragmatism and is dra- 
matically improving relations 
with GCC and other states in the 
region, particularly Kuwait. Iraq, 
Turkey and Jordan. 

She said that Jordan was 
“opening up on the region." and 
that its package economic mea- 
sures that were taken recently 
and the genera! posture indicate 
that there is a tendency towards 
pragmatism and liberalisation, 
“this is a pattern that needs to be 
developed.” 

The Swedish expert is deliver- 
ing a lecture Monday evening at 
6:00 p.m. at the World Affairs 
Council. She will review similar- 
ities between new economic de- 
velopments in Jordan and 
Sweden and a comparison be- 
tween the Swedish experience of 
regional cooperation with that of 
Jordan. 
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Whose turn now? 

IN his speech accepting a honorary membership of the 
Cambridge Union Society at the University of Cambridge 
Saturday, His Majesty King Hussein poignantly outlined 
not only how Israel has been frustrating all efforts aimed at' 
attaining a just and durable peace in the Middle East, but 
also how its aggressive policies vastly escalated the arms 
race in the region by stock-piling a nuclear arsenal and by 
introdneing space satellite technology to this part of the 
world. 

This alarming situation His Majesty cautioned has led the 
Arab countries to seek military balance with Israel. As the 
U.S. is apparently committed to keep Israel's military 
prowess superior to the collective Arab defence forces, the 
Arab World is bound to have a head on collision with 
Washington over this commitment. 

All such confrontations could of course be avoided if as 
His Majesty King Hussein has counselled, the Improvement 
in international relations in general and East-West in 
particular could be brought to bear on the region of the 
Middle East as well. The Arab side, including the Palesti- 
nians, have, spoken their word and have accepted U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. It is high time that 
Israel is called upon to pronounce unequivocally its position 
on these resolutions, by word as well as deed. It is utterly 
unfair to ask only the Arabs about what they are prepared 
to say and da for peace. It is high time that the international 
community addresses the same inquiry to the Israelis as 
well. Even more relevant is the question of what the United 
Nations is prepared to do to implement the very resolutions 
that have become the accepted legitimate basis for the 
settlement of Arab-Israeli conflict. 

It Is no longer sufficient for the United Nations, Including 
the Security Council, to express the applicability of these 
resolutions. What is urgently needed is to have the Security 
Council pronounce itself on how it views the machinery 
needed to enforce these resolutions, as it has done in the past 
with other resolutions. The whole international community, 
save Washington and Tel Aviv, have opted for the interna- 
tional peace conference on the Middle East as the most 
effective machinery to implement the twenty years old 
resolutions. His Majesty King Hussein has reiterated Arab 
support for this international peace conference under U.N. 
auspices. The Arab and international choice of this avenne 
for effecting peace in the Middle East is deep-rooted and 
well vindicated. If the remaining stumbling blocks in the 
path of the international conference could be overcome or 
better still persuaded to yield to common sense and 
international unanimity, the achievement of peace between 
Arabs and Israel would become imminent. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


THE theme of the three Arabic dailies Sunday was King 
Hussein's speech to the Cambridge Union Society of England in 
which he discussed the Middle East situation and urged the 
international community to help establish peace by ending the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. The speech was marked with clarity and 
objectivity and represented an appeal to world leaders and peace 
loving nations to end Israel's intransigence, solve the Palestine 
problem and establish peace in the Middle East, AI Ra’i daily 
said. It echoed the King's warning that unless Israel's ambitions 
are curtailed nothing can stop it from further augmenting its 
nuclear arsenal which could trigger a world war. The monarch 
made it clear that the PLO and the Arabs in general have shown 
flexibility and accepted U.N. Security Council resolutions, clearly 
declaring their orientation towards peace based on justice which 
should entail the withdrawal of Israeli forces from all Arab lands, 
the paper noted. It said that the King’s emphasis on these points 
and his call for an international conference should prompt the 
world community to seriously consider steps that can lead to 
pence. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i daily criticises the European Community 
nations for their failure to recognise the independent Palestinian 
state. The community’s Rhodes meeting discussed major world 
issues including the situation in the Middle East, but it was 
surprising not to hear the Europeans clearly and openly support- 
ing Che Palestine state, says Abdul Rahim' Omar. Todate. U.S. 
policies in the Middle East have brought untold damage not only 
to America's interests but also those of Europe which on more 
than one occasion voiced its dissatisfaction with Washington's 
actions, the writer says. What the Arabs had hoped to hear was an 
open recognition of the Palestine state at the Rhodes meeting not 
an implicit approval of U.S. policies, the writer adds. He says that 
Europe's stance could therefore be described as no different from 
that which materialised a decade ago at the Venice summit. 

AI Dustour daily reiterates the King's call on the world community 
to help implement U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 
which are designed to bring about peace based on Israel’s total 
withdrawal from occupied Arab territory. The council resolutions 
serve as a basis for the establishment of peace, and an 
international peace conference should therefore be held to 
implement them and to find a formula for a settlement to the 
conflict between Israel and the Arab states, the paper called. The 
paper repeated the Kings reminder to the world that the Arabs at 
their Fez summit meeting and the Amman extraordinary summit 
last year have proved to be oriented towards a genuine peace; and 
the PLO through its Algiers proclamation, has shown the world it 
was no terrorist group but a representative of a people striving.to 
achieve peace based on justice. It also quoted the King's reminder 
to the world that it was Israel which bad aborted all bids for 
ending the conflict in the Middle East region. 

Sawt AI Shaab daily said that the King’s address in Cambridge 
shed more light on the Middle East problem, emphasising the 
need for an international conference that can pave the way for a 
just and durable peace. The paper said with its recognition of the 
U.N. Security Council resolutions on Palestine, the PLO has thus 
met all the requirements to qualify it as a partner in the peace 
negotiations. 


By Waleed Sadi 


One way of cutting deficit 


IT HAS been said that the disease of AIDS is nature’s answer to 
promiscuity. Now it is being asserted that fiscal and economic 
considerations are humanity's response to unchecked armament 
worldwide. The situations of both die United States and the 
Soviet Union are clear cases in point. With the United States 
facing perpetual hundreds of billions of dollars in budget deficit, 
ever since President Ronald Reagan assumed power in Washing- 
ton in 1980 and embarked on a crash campaign to build-up the 
American military power at all costs, die whole fabric of the U.S. 
economy has become threatened and undermined. 

This awesome financial and economic heritage has developed 
into the most pressing policy issue facing the Bush administration 
when it assumes power in January of 1989. President-elect Bush 
fully knows now that he has got to cut the U.S. budget deficit if 
the economy of his country is to be saved from going under and 
becoming a second rate economy. The U.S. dollar is under 
continuous pressures mainly because of this unbearable budget 
deficit and due to the worsening trade deficit that haunts the 
export-oriented country. But Bush has already put himself in a 
tight jacket as far ‘as bis options are concerned in dealing 
effectively with the devastating budget deficit. On one hand he 
has asked everybody to read his lips correctly when he said on 
many occasions during his presidential campaign that there will be 
no new taxes. Some observers have synically suggested that by 
promising not to impose new taxes Bush did not in fact rule out 
increases in old taxes. The American people as well as the 
whole international community must be watching the lips of Bush 
very carefully these days to see if they are moving in any new 
direction in the wake of his election as the new president of the 


United States. 

Bush has indeed been left with but one option to cut down on 
the U.S. Widget' deficit, namely, to curtail TJ.S. defence expendi- 
tures if he wants to remain true to his promises. There are already 
hints from the men he has been chosen to form his inner circle of 
advisers that there would be a zero growth in U.S. defence 
expenditure after allowing for inflation. Translated into real 
dollars and cents, Bud) would be able to dash. billions of dollars 
from the defence budget during his first term as president . In die 
process, disarmament, in the negative sense at least, would ensue. 
There Is no doubt that the U.S. can no longer afford to 1 maintain 
the military posture that it has been able to attain tfll now. 

As the defeated Democratic candidate for president, Michael 
Dukakis, had reminded the American people, the U.S. has to 
reckon not only with military security but also with economic and 
social security as well. Sure Dukakis had lost the election, but in 
terms of popular vote.be was not so much behind Bush. To be 
exact, Dukakis got 46 per cent of the popular vote against 54 per 
cent for Bush. There are many political analysts in the U.S. and 
outside who maintain that for Bush to avoid macorning a one-term 
president, he would have to address the national budget issue 
head on. As new taxes have been ruled" out, it becomes inevitable 
that cuts into the defence allocations will have to be made. The 
biggest winner from this economic and finan cial malaise is of 
course the cause of disarmament. 

And what applies to Washington applies with equal vigour to 
Moscow. The whole future of glasnost and perestroika policies of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev hinges on diverting funds 
from militar y expenditures to civilian progr ammes. The Soviet 


Union had been all along a more ardent supporter ofdisaiina- 
ment policies because, ip ter alia, it felt more swifty the pinch of 
economic .social and political costs of too much military spending. 
For the Soviet Union, cutting down on missfles, nuclear weapom 
and even midear testing means the saving of billions of roubles 
that can be spent on modernisation of the Soviet economy. 

Whatever the true intents behind the oils for di sarma ment, 
positive or .even negative, the end result is most favourable to 
humanity human life. Of all the basic rights that man calls for, 

die right to life has been highlig hted as .the most basic- The Soviet 
Union lias championed this right as superior to all other rights and 
has construed it to mean not only the availability of medical 
attention, food and shelter but also the freedom from wars and 
mass destructive weapons as nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons. And whereas the American stance on this right has 
been more constrained and given a more restrictive meaning and 
conno tation, the American constitution did place the right of life 
• ahp^rj of all other ri gh ts including the rights to freedom and 
pursuit of happiness. . . . 

With more luck, the economies of all military oriented 
countries of the world would force upon them the option to slow 
down their military buildup. In our region of the world where 
Israel enjoys die biggest military might, the minute American aid 
to that country begins to recede the sooner Tel Aviv would 
become forced to lower its military posture and start seeking 
peace arrangement with the Arab side. In due course this 
situation is bound to occur as the American economy would soon 
become so fragile that it can no longer afford the billions of 
dollars that it diverts to Israel as grants and military assistance. 


‘Who’s a Jew’ debate has unleashed 
a terrible genie for American Jews 


By Rabbi Louis Bernstein 

THE LOD-BOUND EL AL 
flight 004 out of New York Sun- 
day evening at the end of the 
traditional Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend had a cornucopia of 
missions from the U.S. — all 
hurrying here to express various 
and contrary views on the Who is 
a Jew issue. 

We . — I and my Rabbinical 
Council of America (RCA) col- 
leagues, Rabbis Simha Krauss 
and Haskell Looks tern — came to 
speak to our Orthodox colleagues 
and comrades in the Religious 
Zionist movement, in the Chief 
Rabbinate and in the other 
Orthodox parties of our opposi- 
tion to amending the Law of 
Return. 

In August 1986, the RCA ex- 
ecutive committee established the 
policy of favouring removal of the 
issue from the political arena and 
urging that the matter be turned 
over to the Chief Rabbinate. 
Giyur — conversion to Judaism 
— is a religious, spiritual, person- 
al and confidential affair and 
should be so treated. With a 


Arafat 

(Continued from page 1) 

his second visit to Cairo in 10 
days. It was not clear how long 
his stay would be. 

He has been touring - Arab 
statse since the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) proclaimed a 
Palestinian state. The recent PNC 
derisions will be the main cnix of 
his address to the U.N. 

"1 hope (Arafat's) the speech 
will be successful and that it will 
convince the international world 
opinion more and more of the 
Palestinian issue which we con- 
sider the main cause for instabil- 
ity in the region," Mubarak said. 

"I am sure that the American, 
European, international and even 
the Israeli public opinion want 
peace and support it and we all 
work for peace,” he added. 


modicum of goodwill by all con- 
cerned, this highly personal and 
painful issue can be solved dis- 
creetly on an individual basis. 

The RCA's only mentor in its 
more than 50 years of existence 
has been Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik. Similarly, Yeshiva 
University’s spokesman is its 
president. Rabbi Professor Nor- 
man Lamm. Rabbi T -a mm made 
his position dear in a speed) to 
the conference of the Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
in Philadelphia Sunday. It is »kin 
to that of the RCA. 

Neither Yeshiva U. nor RCA is 
monolithic, and differing but re- 
spected opinions emanate from 
their extended families. Before 
leaving for Israel, we conducted a 
spot check with 20 Orthodox rab- 
bis serving synagogues through- 
out the-LLS^-and rabbis usually 
associated with the haredi camp 
were among those who voiced 
near unanimous approval of the 
RCA’s position. 

Our primary concern is with 
Israel’s security. There are worri- 
some signs associated with the 
changing of the 'guard in 


Washington. Wolf Blitzer’s re- 
cent articles in The Jerusalem 
Post accurately mirrored these 
concerns. The U.S. news media 
have been far more favourable to 
the PLO's Algiers declaration, 
than the State Department 
headed by a sympathetic 
secretary. 

The intifada has harmed 
Israel’s position in American 
public opinion. To the discerning 
eye, it is becoming increasingly 
evident that the Arabs in the U.S. 
have taken a leaf out of American 
Jewry’s book and are beginning 
to coalesce as a lobbying force. 

To cope with even only one of 
these developments requires a 
united Jewry. Yet they have ail 
been overshadowed by the Who- 
is a Jew furor, which is receiving 
extensive coverage in the Amer- 
ican news media. 

A terrible genie has freen^frn? * 
leashed — to the horror of Jewish 
leaders. Jewish groups and indi- 
viduals have brought the issue to 
U.S. government elements, some 
even asking that American aid be 
withheld from Israel if the 


amendment is passed. 

Jewish congressmen have been 
asked to sign a joint letter to 
Prime Minister Shamir on this 
issue (some have wisely refused 
to do so). Federation funds have 
been used to subsidise trips to 
Israel of non-Jewish congressmen 
to convey the wrath of their 
Jewish constituents. Such blatant 
interference in Israel's internal 
matters by American legislators I 
fraught with danger for all JeWs. 

American Orthodoxy resents 
the use for political-partisan pur- 
poses of communal funds raised 
for charitable purposes. A good 
part of the deficit that Meir Shit- 
rit, the treasurer Of die Jewish 
Agency, associated with the Who 
is a Jew controversy could be 
covered by the costs of the news- 
paper ads in Israel and the U.S. 
.and the chain of missions to Israel 
and Washington!' S&itrit’s ^very 
charge contributed to the anti- 
Orthodox-hysteria. He knows 
that the Jewish Agency's budget- 
ary problems stem, out from Who 
is a Jew, but from the deliberate 
derision of the same federation 


leaders to retain more funds for opposition to Zionism — it has 
local needs in the U.S. American been given a new lease of life. 
Ortboctox representatives in the Mrs. Yehudit Huebner, who 
Jewish Agency oppose this trend, for some 20 years dealt with this 

And American Orthodoxy is problem in the Interior Ministry, 
appalled by the surge of anti- asked me what I' would do if 1 
Orthodox sentiment. It has begun were the official in charge in the 
to affect Orthodox employees, of Interior Ministry if confronted 
federations and organisations. It with the file of a Reform convert, 
has touched ordinary business re- I said I would sign quickly, and 
lationships. + the issue would as quickly dis- 

We have come to discuss with a PP ear - _ _ , 

our Israeli colleagues the dangers Regrettably, very few Reform 
inherent in sheer friction. I told a ^ ews come to Israel and fewer, if 
Conservative leader on the plane 80 5^ °? *** con , verts ' 

that were la Conservative leader, And we are here to 

I would be in the forefront of the reiterate to our Israeli brethren 
fight to amend the law. Conser- * at Orthodoxy’s commitment to 
vatism claims to be a halachic tbcm 80(1 *9 State of Israel is 
movement, and leading Ortho- unconditional and unequivocal. It 
dox personalities in Israel have ® our children .who are the bulk 
admitted that secular courts in of olim , and Orthodoxy has 
Israel would have to rule that it weakened its concern during 
abides by baJacha, even if not in Aese troubled times. We shall 
the traditional sense of the ten^* ^ ontinue - to swfiport Israetarith- 
*? An 'rdf Oithodttcy rejects and- resfirVatibn — with our 

resents the allegations of its hmds, family, and very being, 
opponents that it says that non- regardless of how this issue is 
Orthodox. Jews are not Jews. resolved. 

As for tile Reform Movement, 

which until recent times existed Let "others make the same com- 
primarily because of its historic mitment — The Jerusalem Post. 


‘Jordan heir to message of Great Arab Revolt’ I Israelis 


Bank villages 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arab identity, which unifies all 
Arabs despite varying regional 
backgrounds,” the Regent 
said. 

Prince Hassan stressed that 
Jordan adheres to centrism and 
moderation, thus serving as a 
civilised example respecting 
constructive pluralism that en- 
riches rational dialogue and 
contributes to the community’s 
advancement. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
“the citizen — the responsible 
and productive citizen — is the 
dearest resources of this 
country.” 

“Jordan has completed the 
infrastructure for the educa- 
tional development process 


and it is in the process of 
maintaining this infrastructure 
and ensuring its continuous 
performance,” he said. “Per- 
ceiving the educational process 
as a continuous development 
for the whole society requires 
flexibility for absorbing any 
new developments and in- 
teracting with such develop- 
ments with a view to improving 
and tightening the gap between 
the requirements of the new 
society and the educational 
system thus, enabling it to face 
the contemporary challenges 
while maintaining our original- 
ity which is derived from our 
Arab and Muslim culture," be 
said. 

Prince Hassan emphasised 
the need for continuous eva- 


luation of the educational pro- 
cess and for developing alt 
stages of education. 

Prince Hassan said that the 
objective of the educational 
development was to upgrade 
the educational output and to 
achieve conformity between 
the educational process and 
the labour market. 

Prince Hassan also said that 
Jordan has to absorb 25,000 
students in its schools every 
year, due to the natural 
population growth rates. The 
number of students isr about' 
950,000 and the number of 
teachers is 37,000, he noted. 

Prince Hassan said the gov- 
ernment would build 6,000 
schools during the next 10 
years 


(Continued from page 1) 

should have been tried in military 
rather than civil court. They 
vowed to raise the compensation 
money collectively. 

But Arabs said the sentence 
was too light. 

“The sentence is very light,” 


said Odeh Rantisi, former deputy 
mayor of RamaQah, north of 
Jerusalem. “This means disre- 
spect for life given by God. This 
is the law of the jungle, where the 
strong kill the weak.” 

The maximum sentence for 
manslaughter is 20 years. 


Government to cut deficits 


(Continued from page 1) 

cash from more than 100,000 
foreigners working in Jordan, he 
said. 

Tarawneh said public spend- 
ing, including about $800 million 
on debt servicing and $350 mil- 
lion on oil imports, accounted for 
around 60 per cent of the eco- 
nomy’s foreign currency require- 


ments ih 1988. 

The government had not consi- 
dered resorting to the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
a short or medium-term loan. 

“We don’t feel there was a 
need to go to the IMF. We are 
meeting our obligations on fore- 
ign debt and keeping our credit 
rating,” Tarawneh said. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Teh 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese' 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Boning pot is available 

Takm away available 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
183)0-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE , 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOUR1SMO. 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-0 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 630p.m. -midnight 

Location : Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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iiln_cBal9 
Amman International Hotel 
Discover the unexpected plea- 
sures of the Amman Jnterna- 
tional Hotel. Intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with- live 
music. A VIP restaurant serv- 
ing international cuisine, excit- 
ing and modem, swimming 
pool, all just ten minutes away 
from the city center. 

For reservation please 
phone 841712/13/14 


EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE UH& JtfEV 

MAINTENANCE. 

aSffi SERVICES 

CALL US 


|[ Electrolux] 


CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
do.or-to-door service 


Agents all over the world 
Tel: 664090 .660892 
Tlx: 222D5 BESMCO JO 
P.O. BOX 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

MsrausiafiT ■ 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

OpenDaHy 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 

After the Holiday Inn hotel 

Towards 3rd arde 


Tel:659519 659520 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, . 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

-AMLN KAWAR ^ SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmcisani 
P.O. Box 7X06 
. Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 
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Alec Guinness turns into arms negotiator 


By Heinz Peter Dietrich 

Reuter 

LONDON — Oscar-winning 
British actor Sir Alec Guinness 
needed to know what it's Hke 
being a Soviet negotiator - jn dis- 
armament talks. So be asked the 
Soviets.- - - _ \ 

Soviet Ambassador. Leonid 
Zamyatin invited Guinness, pre- 
paring himself for his tirst appear- 
ance on the London stage for a 
decade, to luneb at the' embassy, 

There the .pvo discussed the 
two-hour-long drama in which 
Guinness, 74, is starring — “A 
Walk In Tbe Woods” by Amer- 
ican writer Lee Blessing. 

“I'm not sure whether I liked 

the play. I greatly liked the part,” 
Guinness said in an interview. “I 
usually don't think in those terms 
and think about the play first but 
the part did appeal to me.” 

Blessing's play, which first 
opened in New York last Febru- 
ary. is based on a secret meeting 
between Soviet arms negotiator 
Yuli Kvitsinsky and bis American 
counterpart Paul Nitze in Geneva 
in 1982. 

To unblock a stalemate in in- 
termediate nuclear force (INF) 
negotiations, the two men, 'during 
a walk in woods in Geneva, 
reached an informal agreement to 
limit the number of U.S. and 
Soviet medium-range missiles. 

The deal, which did not be- 
come publicly known until early 
in 1983.; was rejected by both the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

It nevertheless was part of the 
route towards the INF- treaty 
signed last December by Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan and Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev which 
eliminates ground-launched nuc- 
lear missiles with ranges from 500 
to 5,500 kilometres.' 

. Smoking a cigarette in his dres- 
sing room in London's West End 
comedy theatre, Guinness said he 
believed it was tbe “human level" 
that drives things forward rather 
than arguments or military ac- 
tions. 

“It’s quite clear io me that the 
fact that Gorbachev and (British 
Prime Minister) Mrs. Thatcher 
got on when they met did more 
on the human level to ease ten- 
sion than anything they might 
have talked about.” . 

Guinness plays an elderly 


"A Walk .in the Woods”; is 
based on a secret meeting 
between Soviet arms negotiator 


Yuli Kvitsinsky and his Amer- 
ican counterpart Paul Nitze in 
Geneva, in 1982. 


Soviet diplomat who has* no terested in arms deals. when the Soviet offers him 

doubt that the talks will lead to American actor Edward Herr- friendship and wants to talk ab- 
nothing since their superiors on maim is his ambitious U.S. coun- out “frivolous” matters rather 
both sides are not really in- terpart who becomes irritated than aims control. 




Sir Alec Guinness holding a copy of his book. 
Blessings in Disguise. The book, which has topped 


the list of best-sellers in Britain, is about the 
actor’s life. 


Guinness, wjio signed a six- 
' month contract for the play, says 
he prefers theatre to film, 
although he enjoyed filming and 
acting as the memorable George 
Smiley in the television series 
based on John le Carre's “Tinker, 
•Tailor, Soldier, Spy” and 
“Smiley's People.” 

His long list of films include the 
Oscar-winning “The Bridge on 
the River Kwai,” “Tunes of 
Glory,” “Lawrence of Arabia,” 
and “Dr. Zhivago,” as well as the 
enormously successful sci-fi epic 
“Star Wars." 

“1 prefer the actual life in the 
theatre, but so much of the stuff 
' Fve been offered in recent years I 
was either unable to do because I 
had film commitments or 1 just 
saw it as rubbish,” he said. 

“I’ve just been offered a part as 
a KGB character in a film but I 
thought I can’t carry on," said 
Guinness, who acts with a de- 
lightful Russian accent and bril- 
liant language of gestures. 

He has beard that “Walk In 
Tbe Woods” might be staged in 
Moscow next spring with Soviet 
actors. Although he would like to 
work in Moscow, he considered it 
risky to play a Russian among 
Russians. 

“I would be frightened to play 
Chekov in Moscow or Lening- 
rad,” he said. 

Asked if he was personally 
interested in arms affairs, Guin- 
ness said he was fascinated by 
hearing that each week some- 
thing new happened in this area. 

But he thought it was very 
complicated for an actor to be 
objective about something he was 
involved in. 

“Now that I’m playing this part 
I'm seeing things from the Rus- 
sian’s point of view which is 
rather downbeat, saying 'nothing 
will happen, we just go on keep- 
ing this (arms) balance'.” 

Although he did not think of 
himself as a “political animal," he 
feels tension has eased since Gor- 
bachev took office. 

But he also sees some truth in a . 
scene from the play when he as 
the Soviet veteran tells his U.S. 
counterpart: “We signed treaties 
before and the next day some- 
thing else happens." 

Guinness said: “I think there 
should be agreements but do they 
make a great difference? One just 
wants to get rid of the weapons." 



Sheikh Feisal and his falcon friend 

Falconry goes 
first class 


By Christopher Dickey 

SHARJAH — Word reached 
Sheikh Feisal A1 Qasimi at the 
wheel of his Mercedes 560 SEL: 
some curlew tracks had been 
spotted about 15 miles away, but 
the sun was setting. Phoning 
ahead to his falconers to meet 
him. Sheikh Feisal, the head of 
the royal guard of the Gulf emi- 
rate of Sharjah, gunned his car 
down the freeway. Within mi- 
nutes he reached the falconers, 
awaiting him at an off ramp that 
runs straight into the bare red 
dunes of the desert. With two 
peregrine falcons and three four- 
wheel-drive cars, the hunt was 
on: a furious race through wadis, 
over ridges, sliding at high speed 
across the sand to the place the 
curlew tracks were found. There 
a falconer named Gareeb slipped 
the hood off his bird's head. A 
curlew sprinted forward on the 
ground, then took off in fright at 
die blast of a car horn. Gareeb, 
his right hand on the wheel, 
launched the falcon from tbe 
gauntlet on his left, sending it up 
in a wide circle over the dunes. 

Twice the peregrine falcon 
dove at his prey, and the second 
time his talons struck home. By 
the time the sun went down, two 
dead curlews lay in the trunk of 
the Mercedes. “It’s an Inheri- 
tance,” the California-educated 
sheikh said as he punched a Pbin- 
ter Sisters cassette into his tape 
deck and headed back to Sbarjah- 


* • 




“It’s something in our system, in 
our blood." 

Falcons have been flying all 
over the Middle East this hunting 
season — mostly in first class. 
Black-winged peregrines and big 
brown-winged sakers sit, hooded 
and quiet, at the feet of sheikhs 
from Bahrain and Qatar travelling 
to their hunting grounds aboard 
737 s and Tristars. Saudi princes 
rent whole rooms at the Damas- 
cus Sheraton for their falcons, 
hoping the hunting will be good 
in the plains and hills of Syria. 
(Pakistan. Iran and India also are 
favourite hunting grounds.) Fal- 
coners who stay closer to home 
employ professional trackers to 
search day after day for signs of 
prey — the heavy, long-legged 
boubara bustards or the smaller 
curlews. On a particularly good 
day for hunting, entire executive 
suites may empty in a city like 
Abu Dhabi in the United Arab 
Emirates. 

There is evidence of Middle 
East falconry going back to the 
eighth century B.C., making it 
one of the ' oldest of Bedouin 
traditions. In an era of oil wealth 
and urbanisation, it is an 
anachronism. But for that very 
reason, it is prized. Like came 
racing, it gives modern Arabs a 
link to their nomadic, tribal past. 
Today the sport is practiced with 
high-tech refinements: falcons 
are fitted with tiny radio trans- 
ponders in their tail feathers so 
they can be tracked with portable 




telemetry systems if they get lost. 
For identification purposes, some 
have microchips implanted in 
their skins that can be scanned 
like the bar codes on a box of 
breakfast cereal. Others must get 
special treatment, like the gyr- 
falcon, a native of tbe Arctic and 
a spectacularly regal bird much 
coveted by Arab princes. It must 
be kept in air-conditioned rooms; 
it cannot survive more than 12 
hours in the wild if left in the heat 
of the shadeless desert. 

No expense has been spared in 
devotion to the sport. Sheikh 
Hamdan A1 Maktoum, one of the 
ruling princes of Dubai, has built 
a sophisticated hospital and 
laboratory devoted exclusively to 
research and care for camels and 
falcons. The viral laboratory has 
more than SI million worth of 
sophisticated equipment, accord- 
ing to staff members. At first, 
falconers were reluctant to bring 
in their birds, according to David 
Rempie, the American veterina- 
rian — and falconer — who runs 
the hospital. But this year he 
expects the facility to examine 
and treat about 1.000 hawks for 
ailments ranging from acute mal- 
nutrition to bumblefoot, an infec- 
tion of the talons sometimes 
brought on by badly designed 
perches. As a result of such 
observations, many up-to-date, 
perches are covered with Astro- 
turf. “Tradition, takes precedence 
over change," says Lindsay Oaks, 
another vet at the hospital. But in 
the case of falconry, a few mod- 
ern touches help keep tradition 
alive — Newsweek. 
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A childbirth picturebook 


By David Sassoon 

CHILDBIRTH is a universal fact 
of human life. Regardless of 
where or how people live, every- 
one is conceived and is born in 
the same way. 

Yet a majority of women and 
men around the world have little 
understanding of the process that' 
creates life, and this ignorance 
quite needlessly is the source of 
great suffering, illness and death. 
In many areas of the world, more 
women still die of childbirth than 
of any disease. 

' The aim of the Universal 
Childbirth Picture Book and its 
author, Fran P. Hosken, is to 
change all that by making avail- 
able to the largest number of 
people, regardless of language or 
literacy, the facts about reproduc- 
tion from a woman's poiat of 
view. 

Yet the book is also addressed 
to men because, as Hosken writes 
in tbe introduction i “it is espe- 
cially important that men begin to 
see the process of conception and 
birth from a woman's view to 
understand how a child is created 
and what a woman goes through 
to give life.’ 5 

Hosken says that when a 
woman chooses to have a child, 
she assumes the responsibility to 
lake good care of herself. A 
woman herself must be healthy to 
bear healthy children. Similarly, 
her mate must fulfill his responsi- 
bility* to support bis partner 
through the process — and espe- 
cially to understand the nutrition- 
al needs of mother and fetus. 

“Childbirth is the shared out- 
come of a shared process,” Hos- 
ken said. ' 


The Picture Book shows the 
process of reproduction in 34 
drawings, accompanied by short 
factual explanations, a teaching 
guide with discussion points, a 
glossary and a resource list. The 
book is perfectly titled; it shows 
the universal process of childbirth 
through pictures, and. hence is 
universally accessible as well. 

Hosken prints the Picture 
Book in English, French, Spanish 
,and Arabic editions, and has dis- 
tributed copies in 120 countries. 
Chetna Publishers in India pub- 
lishes the book in four Indian 
Languages, the Ministry of Health 
in both Ethiopia, and Fiji have 
translated the text for local use, 
and it has been serialised in both 
Haiti and Bangladesh. Marshall 
Islanders are currently adapting 
the Picture Book for their own 
use as well. 

Hosken is not certain how 
many women have been reached 
with the fundamental knowledge 
of their bodies since. she began 
publishing the book in 1981. She 
knows she has distributed 25,000 
copies. She knows the' Indian 
government alone has ordered 
35,000 copies from Chetna Pub- 
lishers. And she knows that parti- 
cularly in francophone Africa, 
midwives have been readied with 
the knowledge contained in the 
book. Almost all of those copies 
have been sent for use by com- 
municators wbo pass on tbe mes- 
sage to large groups of women 
that nobody has counted. 

The design of the book makes 
it adaptable for a variety of uses. 
The staples which bind the book 
can be removed so that the draw- 
ings can be used one at a time, 
mounted on boards, or hung up 


in clinics and classrooms. All the 
pages are hole punched so that 
-the discussion guide, text and 
glossary can be filed in a note- 
. book. And one page of drawings 
is left blank so that teachers can 
fill in their own illustrations about 
locally available foods that a 
mother needs to eat. Tbe simple 
line drawings, made by Marcia 
'Williams, a medical illustrator, 
show the faces of different ethnic 
groups. Hosken also has made 
tiie Picture Book available in 
large flip-chart form and as a 
colour slide programme. 

Comprehensive scope 

The scope of the book is'com- 
prehensive. It describes develop- 
mental growth of the young girl 
through womanhood, showing 
both internal and external biolo- 
gical changes. It explains men- 
struation as well as the changes 
that result from pregnancy. The 
Picture Book also describes tbe 
male reproductive organs and ex- 
plains 'impregnation, fertilisation 
and embryonic development. 
There are three pages on nutri- 
tion in pregnancy and during 
lactation, and explanations of un- 
usual positions of the baby and 
the variety of birthing positions t 
are' also included. • 

The accompanying narrative is 
concise, easily understandable, 
and noa-judgmental. Together 
with the drawings, the text re- 
moves the discomfort and embar- 
rassment commonly evoked by 
human sexual function, and un- 
arguably shows how and why 
clear understanding of reproduc- 
tion is essential for everyone. 

'“Millions of women and girls 



The development of the pregnancy: 
so does our body. . 


during die last three months, tbe fetus get bigger very quickly and 


continue to live in fear and ignor- 
ance of their own bodies and 
life-giving functions." Hosken 
writes in her introduction. “The 
biological facts of reproduction 
continue to be the best kept 
secrets in many parts- of the 
world, often distorted by damag- 
ing myths, taboos, and fears that 
threaten and debase the lives anif 
dignitary of women." 

Female arcumcisioa 

Since first publishing the book, 
Hosken has produced three sup- 
plements with eight additional 
drawings each: one on nutrition, 
one on excision, and one on 
infibulation. the latter two topics 
being descriptions of the dangers 
of common forms of female cir- 
cumcision. Hosken said that she 
receives a vast amount of corres- 
pondence from the grass roots 
appreciating her material, and 
cited in particular many letters 
from men in Sierra Leone who 
are teaching women not to go to 
secret societies where female cir- 
cumcisions are performed. 

Hosken first began her in- 
volvement in women’s health 
issues in mid- 1970’s with the first 
study ever produced on female 
circumcision. Called tbe Hosken 
Report: Genital/Sexual Mutila- 
tion of Females, the study has 
laid the factual foundation for the 
efforts now progressing to eradi- 
cate the practice that damages the 
health and well-being of millions 
of women in Africa and the Mid- 
dle East. 

Since 1975, too, Hosken has 
been publishing the Women’s In- 
ternational Network News , or 
WIN News, which is now an 
80-page quarterly magazine that 
carries Internationa] information 
about women- and women's 
groups. A participatory clearing-, 
house of information, its pages 
are open to contributions from 
participants of all backgrounds, 
beliefs, nationalities and age- 
groups. 

Hosken does all this almost 
single-handedly out of her home 
in Lexington, - Massachusetts. . 

“If I spent.money oo a n office, 

I couldn't afford to send the 
books out overseas," she said, 
“and I don’t 'waste two boors 
every day coming and going from 
work." 

Hosken supports her .efforts 
through grants, voluntary con- 
tributions, subscriptions to WIN 
News, and sale of the Picture 
Book. 

She says she is willing, howev- 
er, to send up to 10 copies of the 
Picture Book free for program-, 
tnes in developing countries. 
Arrangements are made 'on a case 
by case basis— Action for Chil- 
dren, UNICEF. 
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Biggest trade meeting 
in history opens today 


MONTREAL, Canada (AP) — Negotiators from 
more than 100 countries gathered here for the 
biggest trade meeting in history, seeking to resolve 
major disputes over commerce involving a myriad of 
items from coffee beans to computer chips. 


The signatories of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
known as GATT, are meeting to 
review the progress made since a 
four-year negotiating round was 
launched in the Uruguayan resort 
town of Punta Del Este'two years 
ago. Negotiators began arriving 
Saturday for the talks which offi- 
cially begin Monday. 

While negotiators meet behind 
dosed doors to discuss how to 
proceed in the last two years of 
the Uruguay Round, their 
cabinet -ministers will be called 
upon to provide the needed poli- 
tical momentum to overcome a 
host of obstacles- 

But widely differing agendas 
are on the table at the mid-term 
review, and observers are not 
holding out hope of major break- 
throughs. 

Overshadowing the meeting of 
the nude ministers is the spectre 
of growing protectionism in the 
shape of bilateral pacts and re- 
gional trading blocs, which 
bypass the GATT and could ren- 
der it largely irrelevant. 

The 1992 merger of the 12 
. European Community (EC) eco- 
nomies is of serious' concern to 
- the United States. The just- 
signed free trade agreement be- 
tween the United States and 
Canada is viewed with some anxi- 
ety by the Europeans and Japan. 
Both the Europeans and the 
Americans are frowning at talk of 
increased regional cooperation 
among the industrialised giants of 
the Pacific and Asia. 

The United States, the world's 
largest trader, is mounting an 
aggressive campaign to bring the 
Uruguay Round to what it views 
as a successful conclusion. The 
Montreal talks “could make or 
break its chances for success." 


according to Clayton Yeutter, the 
cabinet-level U-S. trade repre- 
sentative. 

“The GATT can slide toward 
irrelevance, or recapture its mor- 
al force and clarity of purpose,” 
Yeutter said at a series of 
speeches he delivered in 
Washington prior to leaving for 
Canada. 

Defining the- European agen- 
da. chief EC negotiator Willy de 
Clercq said his team is also deter- 
mined to make the trade talks a 
success and prove to the world 
that “Europe is a partner and not 
a fortress." 

Four issues are emerging as the 
most divisive in the complex 
Montreal talks: 

— A demand by the United 
States and 13 other agricultural 
exporters to eliminate domestic 
and export farm subsidies; 

— A demand by the world's 
developing nations to eliminate 
tariffs on their export of natural 
goods; 

— A U.S.-led push to regulate 
the trade in services such as bank- 
ing, transportation and tourism; 

— A U.S.-led push to protect 
copyrights, trademarks and pa- 
tents for such items as computer 
software and pharmaceuticals. 

The farthing support issue is 
the bitterest issue, pitting the 
United States against the EC, 
which favours reducing subsidies 
but rejects eliminating them 
altogether. 

The United States claims gov- 
ernment subsidies of farm com- 
modities distort international 
trade and cost taxpayers more 
than $200 billion annually. 

In an effort to ease tensions, 
the United States moved away 
from the deadline it set for total 
subsidy elimination by the year 


2,000, but it is still adamant that 
GATT signatories commit them- 
selves to some deadline for re- 
moving all agriculture supports. 

The United States is willing to 
adopt a compromise proposed by 
the Australian-led Cairns Group 
of 13 major farm exporters which 
calls for a two-year freeze on 
subsidies — if it gets a commit- 
ment on the eventual elimination 
of the sunports. 

The United States contends 
that the 40-year GATT must be 
modernised to include the grow- 
ing trade in services and to pro- 
vide protection of copyrights and 
patents, known as intellectual 
property. 

But a bloc of developing coun- 
tries, led by India and Brazil, are 
balking at inclusion of the ser- 
vices trade in the treaty. They 
contend that their service indus- 
tries are non-existent or unde- 
veloped and say they would not 
gain anything by regulating such 
trade. 

Some members of the same 
bloc also object to the discussion 
of intellectual property, arguing 
that GATT is not the forum for 
such talks and that protection 
measures would greatly increase 
the cost of importing technology, 
medicine and other items on 
which they are dependent. 

Negotiators agree on only one 
thing: That after two years of 
talks, there is very little common 
ground on these two subjects. 

Some of the developing coun- 
tries have suggested a trade-off: 
They will support the talks on 
services if the industrialised na- 
tions eliminate tariffs on so-called 
tropical products, including cof- 
fee, bananas and coconut oil. 


Not all the negotiating sessions 
will be stormy. There is near- 
agreement or at least a semblance 
of progress on such issues as 
improving the dispute-settlement 
mechanism of the GATT, liber- 
alising the flow of international 
investment and instituting a 
periodic trade policy review 


Islamic investment companies 
leave Egyptians high and dry 


CAIRO (AP) — An experiment 
by well-heeled Muslim fun- 
damentalists to set up investment 
companies appealing to religious 
feelings has gone sour. 

For years, more than 100 Isla- 
mic investment companies had 
seemed to work perfectly. By late 
1987, hundreds of thousands of 
mainly small-time investors were 
participating in the companies' 
profit-sharing plans. 

But all was not well behind the 
scenes. Rumours circulated of 
illegal dealing by many of the big 
companies, including black mar- 
keteering, export of capital, 
money laundering and the im- 
proper skimming off new deposi- 
tors' funds to pay obligations to 
old investors. 

Finally, last August, the gov- 
ernment stepped in. State-owned 
newspapers published allegations 
by government officials of illegal 
activities by 'the company. In 
November, authorities enacted a 
law that effectively brought the 
companies under, the control of 
the centra] bank and the econo- 


mics ministry. 

The result: Deep legal trouble 
for most of the companies, which 
were required to provide docu- 
mentation of their affairs if they 
wanted to stay in business under 
the new guidelines. Thirteen of 
the 104 companies have provided 
such documents, while 23 have 
declared they would liquidate and 
return investors' funds, \ 

Many investors are still facing 
long, tormenting waits while the 
fate of their investment com- 
panies is determined. Some of 
them will lose much of their 
savings. And officials have said 
that 68 companies and individuals 
connected with them are liable 
for prosecution. 

The Islamic investment move- 
ment was begun more than 10 
years ago by A2 Sherif Co., a 
plastic manufacturer that is 
among the companies in full com- 
pliance with the new law. It drew 
deposits from Egyptian workers 


Analysts forecast strong world wheat market 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Gov- 
ernment and private analysts 
have said that the outlook for 
world wheat markets looks strong 
next year. 

More land worldwide is ex- 
pected to be devoted to wheat 
production in 1989 because of 
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strong crop prices and govern- 
ment incentives, including easing 
of land-idling restrictions for far- 
mers in the United States, said 
Bruce Weber, an economist with 
the U.S. Agricultural Stabilisa- 
tion and Conservation Service. 

In remarks at a session of the 
U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture’s (USDA’s) Agricultural Out- 
look Conference, Weber forecast 
that total harvested areas for 
wheat could rise five per cent to 
six per cent above 1988 levels to 
230 million to 232 million hec- 
tares (568 to 573 million hectares) 
worldwide. 

“If the recent upward trend in 
yields continue, the world should 
easily harvest a 1989 wheat crop 
in excess of 500 million tonnes," 
Weber said. “How favourable the 
growing season is will dictate how 
close the crop comes to the re- 
cord 530 million harvest of 1986." 

Weber noted that recent wheat 
use globally has exceeded 530 
million tonnes, which has caused 
stocks worldwide to decline. Be- 


cause production is likely to fall 
below wheat utilisation, Weber 
said “this sets the stage for 
another strong year for world 
wheat trade." 

USDA's World Agricultural 
Outlook Board projects that U.S. 
wheat and flour exports will de- 
cline in volume in fiscal year 1989 
to 40.2 million tonnes from 41.5 
million but the value will rise to 
$5.9 billion from 54.6 billion in 
1988. 

Richard Gady, vice president 
of economic research for Con- 
agrh Inc., recommended that the 
U.S. government respond to 
world wheat demand by lowering 
from 10 per cent to five per cent 
the acreage reduction require- 


ments for U.S. fanners to partici- 
pate in the .wheat programme in 
1989. That would permit ex- 
panded U.S. production. 

He also urged aggressive use of 
the export enhancement prog- 
rammes under which the govern- 
ment subsidises grain sales to 
offset competition from the Euro- 
pean Community and other sup- 
pliers. 

“It appears that the wheat mar- 
ket is in a cyclically stronger 
period as world surpluses have 
been reduced and the demand 
environment is improved,” said 
Gady. “This should provide U.S. 
producers an opportunity to put 
productive acres back to work 
and expect a reasonable return.” 
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in oil-rich Arab states by promis- 
. ing high returns through a system 
prescribed by the 1,400-year-old 
Islamic legal and social system. 
Sharia. 

Sharia bans interest payments 
on loans or deposits but allows 
profit-sharing, with its attendant 
risks. Islamic investment com- 
panies draw their profits from 
investing in existing companies or 
setting up new projects, then 
.splitting their profits or losses 
with "depositors. 

The biggest Islamic investment 
company, A1 Rayyan Co., worth 
more than SI billion, has come 
under particularly heavy fire in 
recent weeks. Attorney General 
Gama! Sbouman ordered the de- 
tention of 49 of its mam officials, 
their family members and the 
company's accountants, and froze 
their assets. He said their illegal 
operations jeopardised deposi- 
tors’ funds. 


Under supervision of the 
Ministry of Justice, security offic- 
ers sealed the company’s many 
warehouses, jewelry stores, res- 
taurants. and other establish- 
ments. 

“I've been coming here to get 
my return for three months 
now,* Saddiqa Ahmad, who had 
deposited 2,000 pounds (about 
$870) with A1 Rayyan Co., said as 
she stood one October day with 
other disgruntled depositors out- 
side company headquarters. 

‘Everytime they tell me to 
come back next week. Now they 
say they have no money to give 
us. What am I to do?" 


She was among about 175,000 
people who deposited money, 
sometimes life's savings, with A! 
Rayyan Co., which operated ab- 
out four years before its closure. 

There is do official estimate of 
the holdings of the Islamic com- 
panies, but newspapers have re- 
ported totals of 6 billion to 8 
billion Egyptian pounds ($2.6 bil- 
lion to $3.5 billion). Additionally, 
unknown amounts are said to be 
stashed in banks abroad. 

Islamic invetment companies 
grew rapidly in Egypt, aided by 
die spread of Islamic fervor in 
recent years. Company owners, 
pictured in newspaper advertise- 
ments wearing white robes and 
skullcaps .and long, bushy beards 
typical of Muslim fundamental- 
ists, appealed to investors 1 piety 
as well as investment sense. 

Targeting especially Egyptian 
expatriates during the early 1980s 
Arab oil boom, the companies 
soon were collecting more remitt- 
ances in hard currency than 
banks. Since the mid-1980s, tbe 
companies regularly have re- 
turned up to three times the 10 
per cent average interest rate 
offered by banks. 


Company names, many with 
Islamic connotation, sprouted 
along highways and in cities .in 
jewelry stores, quality butcher 
shops and alcohol-free res- 
taurants. One investment com' 
pany ran a summer camp and 
hotel on Egypt's western 
Mediterranean coast. 

Bat tbe government began to sus- 
pect dubious activity last year. 


soon after reports began appear- 
ing of enormous losses by two of 
the larger companies from specu- 
lating in gold and silver on Euro- 
pean markets. 

■ Many Egyptians felt , the gov- 
ernment acted to curtail a poten- . 
daily dangerous increase in the 
companies’ power, and because 
of indications that some may 
have been -funding religious ex- 
tremist groups that demand im- 
mediate and total implementa- 
tion of Islamic laws throughout 
Egypt. The government claims 90 
per cent of Egypt's legal code 
already conforms to Islamic law. 

The government said it. acted 
simply to protect depositors, and 
has vowed to try its best to refund 
them. By last summer, many 
companies were , postponing pay- 
ments, sending customers info 
frenzies and prompting, firmer 
government measures, such as 
banning company owners from 
travel. 

A week before the November 
deadline for compliance with the 
new law. Prime Minister' Atef 
Sedld used a rarely invoked pow- 
er to issue a military order freez- 
ing AJ Rayyan’s monetary trans- 
actions retroactive to April 1988. 

“What is the government doing 
to us?" protested one depositor 
after the AJ Rayyan freeze was' 
announced. “We knew these 
company owners were thieves, 
but we were receiving our month- 
ly dividends. The state is killing 
us swiftly with its own bands, 
instead of leaving us to die slow- 
ly.” he said. “We wfll never see 
onr money. 1 '* 


Bonn seeks 
closer ties 
with Kuwait 


# 


Kuwait- is' .believed to have 
several hundred million dollars 
worth of investments in West 
Germany, including a 14 per ceat 
stake in Daimler Benz, the auto- 
mobile manufacturing concern. 

The Ger man minister told a 
press conference that his discus- 
sions covered the prospect of 
expanding merchandise and eco- 
nomic cooperation between the 
two countries. 

West Germany ranks third af- 
ter. Japan and the United States in 
terms of trade with Kuwait.' 


Rival governments struggle for 
control of Lebanon central bank 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's rival 
governments are struggling for 
control of the central bank, one 
of the last unified institutions in a 
country on the verge of partition. 

Political sources said Sunday 
the battle over tbe bank was the 
main reason army commander 
General Michel Aoun closed the 
only road link between east 
Beirut and the west Friday. 

An economist said west Beirut 
got more than half its fuel and 
wheat supplies from the east, 
while government offices in the 
east relied for funds on the cen- 
tral bank sited in the west. 

Reports in several rightist 
newspapers said Sunday the cen- 
tral bank had cut back fends for 


15,000 troops led by Aoun, who 
also beads an interim military 
government. 

Aoun's administration is vying 
for power against civilian cabinet 
led by Acting Prime Minister 
Selim Hoss. 

The newspapers claimed the 
bank, under- pressure from Hoss’s 
government, was still paying sol- 
diers’ salaries but was withhold- 
ing funds previously allocated to 
army medical services and 
weapons’ maintenance. 

The central bank has over 60 
per cent of Lebanon’s gold re- 
serves worth $3.6 billion and 
S1.25 million in foreign currency 
reserves, all stored in vaults safe 
from the street battles of the 


13-year civil war. 

‘ r By taking this step (closing 
the crossing), they are seeking to 
pressure the central bank from 
which they are demanding 18.7 
■million liras ($37,400)” justice 
minis ter and militia leader Nabih 
Bern told local newspapers pub- 
lished Sunday. 

Hoss said Saturday night he 
had warned Aoun that any 
attempt to bring pressure on peo- 
ple living in west jgeirut would be 
treated as a declaration of war. 

Media reports said the ’bank 
had allocated 33.75 million 
Lebanese liras ($67,500) to 
15,000 troops led by Hoss- 
appointed Brigadier Sami A1 
Khatib. 


They said the bank had turned 
down requests from Aoun's 
ministers for loans to buy essen- 
tia] foodstuffs. 

Central bank governor 
Edmond Naim, who lives in the 
bank building and rarely leaves it 
for fear of assassination, has 
issued a statement denying he 
had turned down any loans or had 
in any way been subjected to 
pressure. 

“The -central' bank -governor 
was not subjected to any pressure 
and he is funding and will con- 
tinue to fund both governments 
for necessities and basics," the 
statement said. 

Naim promised to supply both 
-administrations with hinds'. 


Cancer fears threaten Turkish fig trade 


IZMIR, Turkey (R) — Fears in 
Europe of a link between cancer 
and figs is threatening Turkey’s 
400-year-old dried fig trade in the 
midst of the Christmas boom 
season. 

The trade, the world’s biggest, 
supports 60,000 growers and 
packers with annual exports of 
40,000 tonnes from the Aegean - 
port city of Izmir. 

“If Europe doesn't buy, we’re 
dead. These mountains are no 
use for anything else," said Noca- 
ti Cam, a village fanner in the 
main fig-growing belt 140 
kilometres east of Izmir. 


Sweden and Denmark banned 
figs for short periods last month, 
tbe start of tbe main Christmas 
sales season, an Israeli ban is still 
on and other countries are con- 
sidering action. 

“It’s the worst scare yet... 
probably we will have two diffi- 
cult years." said Alpaslan Besik- 
ciogju, head of Turkey's Dried 
Fruit Exporters Association. • 
Britain, a key market since it 
ran Izmir’s fig packing trade in 
the 19th century, had approved 
continued imports but would take 
a final decision this week, be said. 
The root of the scare is a 


natural fungus by-product called 
Aflatoxin, found on peanuts, 
wheat, corn and some figs and 
shown to cause liver cancer in 
some animals. 

Izmir food scientists — mobil- 
ised by several brief fig scares in 
Europe in recent years — pro- 
vided detailed rebuttals of fears 
that the ancient fruit posed a 
threat. 


as a staple food with olive oil. or 
bread, bandage them to the skin 
to cure rashes and above all 
praise them as a male aphrodi- 
siac. 

The Turkish army serves figs at 
least once a week and in the past 
distributed them ahead of offen- 
sives. 


DELUXE FURNISHED 
APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

A ground floor within a villa in Abdoun, total area 200 M a ; 
consists of 2 bedrooms, a big salon, dining room, sitting room, 
maid's room, 2 bathrooms and a fully equipped kitchen. It has a 
private entrance and a spacious garden. All- services are 
separate including tel. 


Please contact, tel: 816841 


RARAKAT CO. 


FOR G. MAINTENANCE 


Central Heating & Cooling. 
Electrical & Mechanical Works. 
Fire Alanm & Auto Fire Fighting. 


For your quickest answer 
Phone - 640434 


A survey of regions where fig 
consumption is about half a kilog- 
ramme a day — far above the 
European average — showed a 
be low-average rate of liver can- 
cer. they said. 

Nevertheless since 1986 Tur- 
kish packing plants have used 
ultraviolet light to check figs for 
Aflatoxin. 

“In our sampling of 7,000 ton- 
nes exported this year, we found 
only three suspect figs at the last 
stage — and none of them had 
the toxin-,” said Menem Duz- 
bastilar. head of research at 
Izmir’s Taris Fig Cooperative 
laboratory. 


Many see a plot behind the 
health scares — villagers have 
called it Europe's reveuge for 
Turkish football successes and 
officials have linked it to opposi- 
tion to' Turkey’s application to 
jom the European Community. 

“People die of cigarettes all the 
time, no one bans them. But it’s 
easy to ban Turkish figs. There is 
some trick being played," said 
top Ianir export official *Naim 
Sahillioglu. 


Even so, Izmir’s 40 fig expor- 
ters have decided that from next 
year all figs for export will need a 
government certificate declaring 
them free of Aflatoxin. 


The scientists, say figs contain a 
wealth of vitamins and, ironical- 
ly, traces of benzaldehyte — a 
rare compound sometimes »wi 
to inhibit the growth of cancers. 

Turkish villagers use dried figs 


We must do this, but’ it is 
ndicujous. Figs are one of tbe 
world s few natural foods. They 
grow semi-wild and the only ferti- 
liser is manure. All we do is wash 
them and pack them,” Besikcioe- 
lu said. 6 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday Dec. 4, 1988 ‘ 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcutschenuxfc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Buy 

465.0 
867.5 
269.9 
322.7 

79.0 


Scfl 

467.0 
871 2 
271 2 
324J 
79.4 


Japanese yen (for 100) 384.0 385.9 

Dnt«* guilder 238,4 Z39.6 

Swedish crown 77 J 779 

jjajiiin lira (lor 100) 36.5 36.7 

Belgan franc (for 10) 128,9 129.5 


CONCORD 


Tel: <i7742U 


HE.SND DATE 


Pcrjmtnjnrcs 3:311. fi Ml. 8 SI. III. 311 



Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


CHOOSE ME 


PCrfiif munco 3. 1 S, 6. HI, N. SI, 111:3*1 



Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


INNER SPACE 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


NO MAN’S LAND 








KUWAIT (AP) ^ West German 
Economics Minister Martin 
Bangemann said Saturday his 
country is negotiating two agree- 
ments with this oil-rich gulf state 
on averting double taxation and 
protection of foreign invest- 
ments. 

Bange mann. w ho arrived Fri- 
day on a -two-day visit, made the w 
remarks after separate talks with 
Finance Minister Jassem A1 
Khorafi, Commerce and Industry 
Minister Faisal A1 Khalid and 
Electricity and Water Minister 
Abdullah A1 Rgubah. . 

He also held follow- up talks 
with chair m an of .the Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry Abdul Aziz A) Saqr, who 
visited West Germany last month 
with a high-ranking delegation. 

“Bangemann 's discussions with 
AJ Saqr and Kuwaiti ministers 
centered on the prospect of in- 
vesting more money in West Ger- 
many and carrying out joint ven- 
tures," said well-informed 
sources, speaking anonymously. 
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NBA ROUNDUP 


76ers 107, Pacers 100 

Charles Barkley scored 31 
points, including nine in a fourth - 
quarter rally, to help lift, the 
Philadelphia 76ws to a 107-100 
victory over the Indiana Pacers. 
• The 76ers outscored the Pacers 
33-18 in the fourth period, and 
Barkley scored five of his nine 
fourth-quarter points during a 13- 
2 spurt in the final 3:36 of the 
game. 

Hawks 115, Trail Blazers 97 

Reggie Theus scored 24 points 
and the Atlanta Hawks took con- 
trol early cn route to a 115-97 
victory over the Portland Trail 
Blazers. 

The Hawks, who won their 
fourth straight game, opened a 
21-10 lead and pulled ahead 50-32 
on a free throw by Jon Koncak 
with 4:36 remaining in the first 
half. 

Rockets 108, Hornets 104 

Akeem Olajuwon scored 12 of 
his 28 points in the fourth quarter 
and grabbed 14 rebounds, and 
the Houston Rockets rallied from 
a 17-point third-quarter deficit to 
beat the Charlotte Hornets J OS- 
104. 

Mike Woodson added 29 
points and Sleepy Floyd had 17 
points and 13 assists for the 
Rockets. 

Spurs 122, Knkks 109 

Alvin Robertson had 23 points 
and 12 assists, leading the San 
Antonio Spurs to a 122-109 vic- 
tory over the New York Knicks. 

San Antonio went on a 13-5 
run to open the fourth quarter 
and padded the lead by limiting 


the fcoicks to three field goals 
the final six minutes. 


m 


Bulls 113, Mavericks 100 

Michael Jordan had 39 points 
and 11 rebounds while Chicago 
limited Dallas to 15 points in the 
first quarter, sending the Bulls to 
a 113-100 victory and banding the 
Mavericks their third straight 
home loss. 

In his six career games against 
' Dallas prior to Saturday, Jordan 
- had averaged 24.5 points and had 
scored over 30 only once. 

Sons 114, Clippers 106, OT 

Kevin Johnson scored 10 of his 
career-high 41 points in overtime 
as the Phoenix Suns dealt the Los 
Angeles Clippers a 114-106 de- 
feat, their eighth straight road 
loss. 

Los Angeles, trailing 97-93 
with 52 seconds remaining in reg- 
ulation, forced overtime at 99-99 
on Reggie William's 3-point goal 
with .41 seconds left and Ken 
Norman's 3-pointer with 10 
seconds to go. 

Sapersonks 136, Warriors 106 

Dale Ellis had 36 points, in- 
cluding eight in the first mi- 
nutes of the second half, as the 
Seattle Supersonics pulled away 
for a 136-106 victory over the 
Golden State Warriors. 

The Hot Supersonics won their 
second game in two nights, scor- 
ing 290 points and winning by a 
combined total of 80 -points. 
They beat the Los Angeles Clip- 
pers 154-104 Friday. 

Jazz 107, King s 73 

Karl Malone scored 26 points 
and grabbed 14 rebounds as the 
Utah Jazz beat the Sacramento 
Kings 107-73. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


SHOOT THE MAXIM WRITER! 


North-South 

deals. 


vulnerable. North 


WEST 
ft Q 6 
<7 10*5 
0 K 3 6 

* 


NORTH 
4 K 9 7 
<7 K Q 9 
0 98 5 
4AEJ5 
EAST 


4 832 
9 J 7643 
O A 10 2 
4 6 2 ~ 


SOUTH 
4 A J 10 5 4 
A 2 ‘ 

0 Q743 
4 Q8 


The bidding: 
North East 

Sooth 

West 

1 * 

Piss 

1 ft 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

2 0 

Pass 

2 ft 

Pare 

4 ft 

Pan 

Pus 

Pass 




Opening lead: Five of V 
Before reading on, cover the 
East-West hands and decide how 
you would play four spades after the 
lead of (he five of hearts. Then see 
how a world champion handled this 
problem in the. Spingold Team 
Championship at die recent Sum- 
mer North American Champion- 
ships in Salt Lake City. 

If the bidding seems a hole 
strange, it Is because North-South 
were playing weak no-trump open- 


ing bids. North’s first two bids, 
therefore, described a balanced 
hand of 15-17 points. 

There’s a bridge maxim that 
states: "Eight ever, nine never!” In 
other words, with eight trumps 
missing the queen, you should al- 
ways finesse. The first problem is 
that you can take the finesse either 
way. If you do finesse, which de- 
fender are you -going to play for the 
quc«a?^<saaidiyrthe otte thing we 
have learned in a long career of 
writing about bridge is never to use 
the words “never” or “always.” 

Suppose you take a losing finesse 
for the tramp queen. The defenders 
will almost surely be able to score 
three diamond tricks for a one-trick 
set. Is there a better line? Yes, by 
combining your chances. Cash the 
ace-king of tramps in an attempt to 
drop the queen. As die cards lay, 
and as the hand was played, that 
resulted in two overtrades. 

Switch the queen and eight of 
spades, so that the lady does not 
appear. Now play two more rounds 
of hearts, discarding a 1 diamond 
from hand. Then start on the dubs. 
As long as the player with the long 
rrump.has at least three hearts and 
two dubs, you will get two diamond 
discards from hand and can lose no 
more than two diamond tricks and a 
trump. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



u if this kind of food is so good 
for.you, how come rabbits only, 
live a few years?" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


YUSHK 






COAME 


znz 

^ T “ 
L-d! 


FLYJOU 


3131 




THELAH 


~GTE 

• r 


, WHEN A COWARE? 

©ers mo a* jam," 
YOU CAN EXPECT 
HIM TO PO THIS. 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
■ form surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


i^rTTTT WTTTn 


Yesterdays 


{Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: CURVE BERTH ENZYME HARROW 
Answer What tfwoata sheep shouted holder to gat 
htemaUfa attention— ■^HEY,£WE" 



Taking off: Ralph of the Houston Rockets leaves his challengers 
standing the Rockets edged a 108-104 win over the Charlotte 
Hornets 


Marathon leader loses his way 

TOKYO (R) — Japan’s Toshihiro Shibutani lost and regained the 
lead in the final lap of the Fukuokai Marathon on Sunday after 
Ethiopia's Belayeneh Densirao, who had led most of the way, 
missed the stadimn gate and collided with an official. Shibutani 
won in two hours 1 1 minutes four seconds after sprinting past 
pre-race favourite Densimo with 100 metres ro go, leaving the 
Ethiopian to come in 50 metres and five seconds adrift. The 
mistake gave Shibutani an edge of several metres over Densimo, 
but the Ethiopian caught up quickly and went ahead of the 
Japanese in the stadium. On the incident, a dejected Densimo 
told reporters: “I cannot tell how big the loss was." Shibutani, 26. 
was jubilant: “It was like a dream coining true." “I deliberately 
let Densimo briefly overtake me after returning to the stadium to 
measure his strength and was intending to put on a final burst in 
die last 100 metres or so.” 

Soviet Union beat Yugoslavia 

MELBOURNE (R) — Top seeds the Soviet Union found the 
changing weather conditions less troublesome than their Yugoslav 
opponents on the opening day of the Federation Cup women's 
team tennis championship yesterday. Natalia Zvereva and Larissa 
Savchenko scored straight set wins in the two singles matches 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY. DECEMBER 5, 1988 


SSS HOROSCOPE 

As C harted By the Carroll Rlghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Shake off the Monday blues. Your 
energy will be high. Important 
social issues surface. Strong sen- 
sual drives seek an outlet. People of 
different backgrounds and interests 
are likely to mingle today. 

ARIES (Mar. 2Uo Apr. 19) Select 
quality over quantity. Press boldly 
forward in your profession or 
career. Success and prosperity are 
now at your fingertips. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Others around you may not feel the 
same as you do today. Be gentle 
and understanding. A dramatic In- 
cident is on eye opener. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
You find happiness within, making 
bomdife contented and cheerful. 
Put social plans into effect. Sign up 
for volunteer work, and help others. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Yon can’t force someone to 
be happy if they are not receptive. 
Be a good listener. Step back from 
a relationship problem for now. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) You 
change a negative situation at 
work. Cultivate an attitude of 
friendship toward everybody. You 
have the right answers. 

VIRGO (Aug.' 22 to SepL 22) 
There is a harmonious 


between you end another. Take the 
first step to form a relationship. 
Fear has no place in your life now. 

LIBRA (SepL 23 to OcL 22) You 
have a winning smile. 'Othoa are at- 
tracted to you. Re la tions h ip choices 

will have to be madav Rewards come 
from what you say and do today. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) 
You are free to move about socially. 
Watch for a hidden investment that 
may surface in your favor. Avoid 
procrastinating at work. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Allowing yourself to be pulled 
off course sidetracks important 
issues. Make better use of your 
time. Don't get overly involved. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
You manage to keep your bead. 
Your steadfast attitude stabilizes 
nagging family questions. Children 
play a port in today’s activities. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Pay attention to intuitive ideas that 
focus on material gain, travel and 
homdifa Your good thoughts have 
power. Mediate siblings' conflicts. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Someone is deeply attracted to your 
affectionate ways Stick to recrea- 
tional health plans for a sense of 
well-being. Creative energy is high. 


THE Daily Crossword by Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 The two 
5 Furniture style 
9 Home 

13 Mountain: 
prat 

14 Reject 

15 Flower part 

16 Dope dick 

17 MeMfle work 

18 Make use of 
IS Beige 

20 Vacillating 
22 Calll. mount 

24 Rested 

25 Lose color 
27 Dwindles 

32 Beauty parlor 
35 US author 

38 Mine products 

39 Smart — 
(cocky one) 

40 Harrison or 
Stout 

41 Chair part 

42 Alas. Island 

43 Pro’s foe 

44 Exploits'* 

45 Cooks 
47 Pronoun 
49 LA team 
82 Ancient 

Mexicans 
56 Shady 
dealings 

81 Bryce Canyon 
state 

62 “There - 
atheists In 
the foxholes” 

63 Grit 

64 Hick 

65 Dutch painter 
88 Comer 

67 Abominable 
86 Woodpile for 
burning 

66 Studied 

70 Rhrer to the 
. North Sea 

DOWN 

1 Make no — 
•bout 

■ Z'Ptsnt Uk* 

- ' spinach 

• 3 — cotta . 



4 Trickery 
-5 Admission 

6 — tasse 

7 Reel 

a Money 

8 Son of Leah 

10 Let abbr. 

11 Fasten 

12 Friend 

15 Soft velvet 
21 Ouch! 

23 War vehicle 
26 Merit 

28 Disorderly 

29 A Gardner 
80 Bring up 

St Large planes 

32 Oer. region 

33 Choir voice 

34 smfis be 
your_" 

38 Obtain 
37 Theater sign 
41 — Canal 
43 bnniadlately 

(acron ym ) 

48 Test tar ahe • 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnnni nnnn 
iinoo nonna nnciQ 
□nnsi snnaanBann 
nnn nnnn nnrinn 
□nnn nann 
nnnnna nnaaBFiRn 
nnnna Ganna nns 
□nnn □□□□□ nano 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nooQnnnn qghigihb 
nnnn nnnn 
□naan nnaa nan 


nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nncinn nnnn 
nnnn oonnn nnnn 


48 Ballerina 
Melissa 
so Store 
51 Springs 

53 SmsQ cases 

54 Telegram 


55 Uttar 

56 Lock part 

57 ChJ-dM 

58 — do-weK 
56 Joint 

60 Was aware of 


College Football Round Up 

Sanders sets new high in Tokyo 


NEW YORK (AP) — Heisman trophy winner Barry 
Sanders scored four tonchdowns and rushed for 257 
yards to set a U.S. college football record Sunday, 
leading no. 12-ranked Oklahoma State past Texas 
Tech 45-42 in a game in Japan. 


Sanders surpassed Marcus 
Alien’s all-time National Collegi- 
ate Athletic Association season 
record of 2,342 rushing yards with 
a 15-yard sprint with 2:33 left in 
the first quarter. 

The junior tailback rushed 45 
times and finished the regular 
season with 2,553 years in 
Tokyo's coca-cola bowl, the only 
regular-season NCAA football 
game outside the United States. 

A few hours before the start of 
the game, Sanders learned that 
he had won the Heisman trophy, 
awarded annually to the out- 
standing player in U.S. college 
football. 

In college football games 
Saturday, it was no. 18 Syracuse 
over Pittsburgh 24-7, and no. 2 
Miami, Florida, beat Brigham 
Young. 41-17. 

Syracuse 24, Pittsburgh 7 


light end Pat Davis turned two 
short passes from quarterback 
Todd Philcox into touchdowns as 
Syracuse defeated Pittsburgh 24-7 
in the regular-season finale for 
both teams. 

Syracuse, which is headed to 
the hall of fame bow] with a 9-2 
record, lost its shutout bid with 
5:30 to play when Pitt Reserve 
tailback Adam Walker ran 29 
yards for a touchdown. 

Miami, Florida, 41, Brigham 
Young 17 

Bobby Harden intercepted 
three passes and Donald Ellis 
returned an interception 64 yards 
for a Touchdown as second-rank- 
ed Miami scored 34 first-half 
points en route to a 41-17 thump- 
ing of Brigham Young. 

The hurricanes finished their 
regular season 10-1 » 


Recordbreaker thanks God 


NEW YORK (AP) — Barry Sanders, a record-breaking tailback 
from Oklahoma State University, won the Heisman Trophy 
Saturday night as the nation's top college football player. 

The 5-foot-8, 197-pound junior had already set 18 NCAA, 13 big 
eight conference and nine school records this season, Sanders is the 
eighth junior to win the Heisman. 

In his first 10 games, Sanders set NCAA records of 35 
touchdowns and if be fails to gain a single yard rushing, receiving 
or returning kicks be will still break the oldest record in the boo!; 
— 246.3 all-purpose vards a game by Colorado's Byron “Whiz- 
zer” White in 1937. 

“I’d like to thank God for putting me in this position,” Sanders 
said. “I couldn’t have done it without him. X also would Kke to 
thank my offensive line and my fullback, Gary Lim brick. They’ve 
done such a great job. I couldn’t ask for a greater season from 
these guys.” 

Sanders, the first third-year college player to win the award 
since Herscbel Walker of Georgia in 1982, said he was “relieved, 
but individual goals do not mean as much as team goals.*’ 

Rounding out the top 10 in the balloting were Miami quarter- 
back Steve Wafsta; West Vir ginia quarterback Major Harris; 
Michigan State offensive tackle Touy Mandarich; Washington 
State quarterback Timm Rosenbach; Florida State defensive bac!; 
Deion Sanders, (no relation to Barry); Indiana tunning bac:: 
Anthony Thompson; and Alabama linebacker Derrick Thomas. 


before coming together to beat Karmen Skulj and Mima Jausovec 
6-1, 6-3 in the doubles for a 3-0 win in the first-round match. 
Savchenko, ranked 16 in the world, looked a little rusty early on 
against Tanja Ceme, fluffing a series of simple shots. But she 
soon found rhythm with her powerful serve and return against a 
woman ranked a lowly 639rh in the world who went down 6-2, 6-1 
in under an hour after holding her serve just twice. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Thoma beats champion in ski jumping 

THUNDER BAY (AP) — Dieter Thoma, a 19-year-old from 
West Germany, upset champion Matti Nykanen Saturday, in the 
first World Cup ski jumping meet of the season. Thoma, in only 
his second season, rebounded from fourth place after the first run 
to win the 89-metre hill competition at the World ski jumping 
competition with 221.6 points. He turned in jumps of 88.5 and 90 
metres to push two Finnish jumpers — Risto Laakonen and 
Nykanen — into second and third place. Eddie “The Eagle” 
Edwards, the 24-year-old British jumper who became a celebrity 
at the Winter Olympics, finished last again. He topped the knoll 
at 46.5 metres, finishing last as expected but remaining positive 


about his future. “Things are starting to come together," he . 
joked. "Just wait for Lake Placid (New York, the next cup stop)- j 
you won’t know whether it’s Eddie the Eagle or Matti.” 

Suspensions planned after Seoul riot 

FRANKFURT (R) — World Amateur Boxing chiefs plan to ban • 
five South Korean officials involved in a ring riot at the Scon: ' 
Olympics until 1991 and stop South Korea from hosting interna- i 
tional events for a year. International Amateur Boxing Associa- : 
tion (AIBA) officials proposed the suspensions at a meeting here 
Saturday aimed at cleaning up the sport’s image after a 
controversial Olympic tournament. The body’s executive commit- ; 
tee will deride whether to implement the measure when they mce; ! 
in Nairobi next March. New Zealand referee Keith Walker wu* j 
attacked in the ring by South Korean officials and fans after Ioca> j 
bantamweight Byun Jong- II lost to Bulgaria's Aiexnader Hristov. . 
The five officials were immediately barred until the March 
meeting but the proposed ban will keep them out of action until , 
January 1, 1991. officials said. “We also want to stop South Korea | 
organising any international events during 1989," said West j 
German executive committee member Heinz Birkle. AIBA has > 
already baned until March three officials — two Africans and a ; 
Uruguayan — who awarded South Korean Park Sin-Hin a ! 
disputed points win over American Roy Jones in the light- j 
middleweight final. 


Edberg knocks out Wilander 


NEW YORK (AP) — Stefan 
Edberg used a powerful serve to 
beat Mats Wilander 6-2, 6-2 
Saturday knocking the world’s 
No. 1 player out of the Masters 
tennis tournament. 

Longshot Jakob Hlasek joined 
Edberg in the semifinals by rout- 
ing Andre Agassi 6-3, 6-2 in the 
day’s second match at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Hlasek, the only unbeaten 
player left in the tournament, will 
play Boris Becker in one of Sun- 
day’s semifinals. 

Ivan Lendl played Tim Mayot- 
te in the last of Saturday's 
matches. 

Edberg had 11 aces against 
Wilander and held serve through- 
out the match. But he said the 
key was his decision to vary the 
pace of his shots and stay back on 
the baseline more than usual. 

“I played a little differently 
than 1 usually do against Mats 


and I think he got a little con- 
fused,” said Edberg, who is 6-10 
against his Swedish countryman. 

Hlasek, who beat Lendl and 
Mayotte in his previous matches 
in the round-robin portion of the 
tournament, pulled off another 
upset by beating Agassi, the No. 
3 player in the world. 

“I don’t think I pushed him 
enough," Agassi said. “You have 
to go out there and work. Today, 
I didn’t feel ready to dig out those 
shots.” 

Hlasek, who jumped from No. 
23 to No. 8 in the rankings this 
year, dominated the 64-minute 
match after breaking Agassi in 
the third game. 

“I have a lot of respect for his 
game,” Agassi said of his 24-year- 
old Swiss opponent, who re- 
bounded from a January car acci- 
dent to qualify for the Masters. 
“He has a lot of guts.” 

Edberg jumped to a 4-0 lead. 


breaking Wilander in the opening 
game and a 22-point third game 
that featured eight deuces and 
four break points. He served 
three consecutive aces in the sixth 
game and closed out the 39- 
minote set with a service winner. 

Wilander saved three break 
points and held serve to take a 2-1 
lead in the second set. But 
Edberg broke him twice to move 
ahead 5-2, when served two more 
aces in the last game to gain his 
first victory over Wilander since 
last year’s Masters. 

“I think he was really pumped 
up for the match,” Wilander said. 
“He was clear in his mind how be 
was going to play me. He was 
going to hit a lot of balls with no 
speed and I was going to have to 
do everything." 

Despite his second loss of the 
tournament, Wilander finished 
his Grand Prix season as the No. 
1 player in the world. 


Latvian 

Olympic 

committee 

rejected 

MOSCOW I R) — The Sovic: 
National Olympic Committee ha>- 
rejected a proposal by Scries 
Baltic Republic of Latvia to set 
up its own Olympic committee. 
Radio Moscow said Sunday. 

Popular Front movements in 
Latvia and the neighbouring Bal- 
tic republics of Estonia and 
Lithuania have called for th;- 
reinstatement of their own Olym- 
pic committees as part of de- 
mands for more autonomy from 
Moscow. 

However, in an apparent cor- 
cession to strong feelings in the 
republics, the committee “de- 
rided to draw up additional mea- 
sures to expand the rights and 
duties of sports agencies in the 
individual republics.” 


Peanuts 



I’M AWAKE! I CAN 
HEAR YOU, MA'AM, BUT I 

cant see muieveumms 
IS WHITE! I'M SK 0 W-BLINP! 

zr 




Muttn’ Jeff 

r LOOK, tfUDX I , , . , 

SHOWED you A REAUSHOULD I THE 
GOOD TIME TOHJSHTLl?^ MATTER, 

aint you GONNA — — 

KISS I 
NIGHT?, 



Andy Capp 


C'/VON/ANEf// FINISH 
THAT DRINK - X kVANT 
TO CLOSE: UP/ 



BE A SPORT, JACK 
>- -JUST ONE - 
QUICK NIGHTCAP 


£ 



LOOK, WATS, 
IVE BEEN, 
STANDING 
AT THIS BAR. 
FOR SIX 
SOLID 
HOURS - 



SO? WHAT 
DOVDU 
THINK 

rv£ 

BEEN ^ 
DOING? 
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2.5 million homeless, 100,000 cattle lost 

Bangladesh cyclone 
toll may hit 1 0,000 


By Atiqul Alam 
Reuters 

DHAKA — Bloated bodies floated in the Bay of 
Bengal Sunday after a cyclone and a towering tidal 
wave swept over islands off Bangladesh’s coast, 
killing at least 1,600 people. 


One official said at least 15,000 
people were still missing and he 
feared the final death toll could 
be os high as 10.000. 

“What we have so far are 
figures from the accessible areas 
those from the inaccessible ones 
are still awaited," he said. “My 
fear is that the final figure should 
be between 5.000 and 10,000.” 

President Hossain Mohammad 
Hrshad called an emergency 
meeting of his newly-formed 
national disaster committee to 
coordinate aid to the survivors. 
Bui major opposition leaders re- 
buffed an invitation to attend the 
meeting. 

His government also appealed 
for aid. particularly from Japan 
and Canada, two countries which 
gave substantial help to Bang- 
ladesh during past disasters. 

Military helicopters dropped 
food and drinking water to survi- 
vors on the islands and navy ships 
searched for survivors blown out 


to sea during Tuesday's storm. 

One official said the navy had 
picked up seven survivors floating 
on rafts. Two of them were un- 
conscious. 

One survivor told Reuters he 
clung to a makeshift wooden raft 
before the navy picked him up 15 
miles out to sea. 

Officials said the navy had 
found many bodies in the sea. 

It was the worst catastrophe to 
strike this poor country in 20 
years and came after floods killed 

3.000 people in August and 
September. 

Coastal areas were swept by 
five- met re tidal waves generated 
by the 165 kilometre per hour 
cyclone which roared in off the 
Bay of Bengal. 

An official said preliminary 
estimates showed 2.5 million peo- 
ple had lost their homes, at least 

100.000 cattle were destroyed and 
more than 5,000 square 
kilometres of rice and other crops 


damaged. 

A presidential aide said Ershad 
called a meeting of his 170-man 
national disaster committee Mon- 
day to discuss emergency mea- 
sures to combat the effects of the 
cyclone. 

The committee, headed by 
him, includes politicians, 
teachers, senior military officers, 
technicians, civil servants, doc- 
tors and journalists. 

But major opposition leaders 
refused to attend the meeting and 
accused Ershad of runnig an illeg- 
al government. 

“We have nothing to discuss 
with a government which is not 
legal,” said Begum Khaleda Zia, 
leader of a seven-party alliance. 

“This government does not 
represent people and therefore 
we cannot take part in any of the 
deliberations organised by it.” 
said Sajeda Choudhury, a leader 
of another eight-party grouping. 

Both groups launched an un- 
successful campaign last year to 
force Ershad from power. 

Ershad, who seized power in a 
military coup in 19S2, ordered a 
parliamentary election last may in 
which his Jatiya Party won an 
absolute majority. Independent 
observers and the opposition 
leaders said few people voted. 


U.S. study: Soviets unlikely 
to launch surprise attack 


WASHINGTON tAP) — The 
Soviet Union is highly unlikely to 
launch a sudden military attack 
on North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) forces in 
Europe, despite fears of Western 
military leaders about a Pearl 
Harbour-type strike, a congres- 
sional study said Sunday. 

The Soviets don't have enough 
well-trained forces to mount such 
a strike and would likely be de- 
tected by Western intelligence 
officials if they tried to prepare, 
said the review by the House of 
Representatives Armed Services 
Defence Policy Panel. 

Soviet forces along the front 
with NATO countries are gener- 
ally maintained at a lower level of 
readiness to fight than their 
NATO counterparts. 

Even the best-prepared Soviet 
troops “would take at least a 
week before they were ready for 
offensive combat action," said 
the study, which was based on 
closed-door hearings by the panel 


last fall. 

“The Soviets apparently do not 
believe they can best achieve 
their goals by virtue of a surprise 
attack that defeats NATO in a 
very few days." it said. 

“Although NATO can never 
completely discount the possibil- 
ity of a standing start surprise 
attack, the Soviets are apparently 
not preparing for such an 
attack,” the study concluded. 

The Soviets would face similar 
problems if they tried to prepare 
an attack with longer lead limes 
of several weeks, permitting grea- 
ter mobilisation, the study said. 

The study cited three instances 
in which it said the Soviets took 
lengthy amounts of time to pre- 
pare for armed action: The Soviet 
military action in Afghanistan, 
the 1968 invasion of Czechoslova- 
kia, and the 1980 Polish crisis. 

The possibility of a sneak 
attack, similar to the type 
mounted by Japan Dec. 7, 1941, 
against the U.S. navy in Hawaii, 


has long worried NATO plan- 
ners. 

Most often cited is the fear that 
the Soviets will attack West across 
the German border, where the 
United States maintains about 
250,000 military personnel in 
West Germany. 

"NATO's ground forces are 
generally more ready than War- 
saw Pact ground forces,” the 
study said. 

The biggest problem for 
NATO would be if the alliance 
delays mobilising for war in 
answer to obvious Warsaw Pact 
preparations, the study found. 

“In this case, the Warsaw Pact 
gains a significant advantage 
when it has time to ready its 
forces for an attack and NATO 
does not respond,” the study 
said. “The pact advantage builds 
until NATO mobilises. 

The Soviets couldn't covertly 
mobilise because NATO intelli- 
gence would spot the prepara- 
tions, the study said. 



Three of the navy commandos who mutmeed at Argentina’s largest 
military base, Campo de Mayo, stand by an armoured vehicle there. 
The rebels were led by Colonel Mohammad AH Semddin (inset), who 
demanded the release of all jailed military personnel. 


Argentina evacuates 

civilians amid revolt 

day that the 6th infantry regiment 
in Mercedes, 100 kilometres west j 
of the capital, had joined the j 
revolt led by Seineldm. j 

The private news agency Noti- j 
das Aigentmas reported that the ' 
4th paratroop brigade, based I 
near Cordoba, 750 kilometres 
northwest, also had joined the . 
insurrection. 

The government and political 
leaders called on Argentines to 
return Sunday to plazas in towns 
across the country to demonstrate 
in favour of democracy and in 
repudiation of the rebels. Tens of 
thousands filled plazas Saturday 
night, some staying overnight. 

Sporadic and unexplained 
shooting incidents were reported 
during the night at Campo de 
Mayo, the giant army base on the 
outskirts of Buenos Aires where 
Seine Idin took over an infantry 
school early Friday. 

Although surrounded, outgun- 
ned and out manned by loyal 
troops, the rebels boarded trucks 
Saturday afternoon and drove un- 
hindered to the logistical unit in 
the Villa Maztelli neighbourhood 
of San Martin. 

Several explosions were beard 
Saturday night inside the rebel- 
held unit, where angry civilians 
gathered to shout insults and 
throw rocks at troops dressed in 
combat gear and with faces 
"daubed with camouflage paint. 

A bomb, tossed from a moving 
car, exploded but caused no dam- 
age or injuries outside the entr- 
ance of the 5th infantry brigade 
in the northern city of Tucuman, 
Telam reported. 


BUENOS AIRES (AP) — Au- 
thorities ordered civilians evacu- 
ated from an area surrounding a 
rebel stronghold in this capital 
Sunday and new military units 
were reported to have joined the 
insurrection. 

Troop and tank movement was 
reported in several areas near 
Buenos Aires as loyal army units 
apparently prepared to obey 
•President Raul AJfonsin’s order 
to “suffocate” the three-day re- 
volt. Troops also were reported 
en route from Neuquen, 1,200 
kilometres southwest. 

Mayor Carlas Brown of sub- 
urban San Martin said he had 
received orders to evacuate all 
civilians from the area surround- 
ing a unit taken over Saturday by 
some 500 rebels led by Colonel 
Mohammad AH Seine fdiu. 

Police, firemen and civil de- 
fence volunteers began evacua- 
tion of the working class residen- 
tial area at 7:30 a.m. (0930 
GMT). 

Reporters outside the 10th 
logistical batallion reported that 
rebels appeared to be readying 
their defence and had moved a 
tank into position blocking the 
entrance. 

Aifonsm, acting in his capacity 
as armed forces commander, sent 
a message to all military units 
early Sunday, asking them to “be 
alert to violent options of some 
groups that march against history 
and hide their real goals.” 

Although the majority of units 
throughout the country reported 
their loyalty, the official news 
agency Telam reported early Sun- 


Bhutto installs new 



Benazir Bhutto 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto installed 
a 10-meraber cabinet Sunday, 
keeping the defence and finance 
portfolios for herself. 

Bhutto, who took the oath of 
office Friday, stocked her govern- 
ment with stalwarts of her Pakis- 
tan People’s Party (PPP) except 
for Foreign Minister Sahabzada 
Yaqub Khan, who served under 
the late president Mohammad 
Zia U1 Haq. 

It was Zia who overthrew 
Bhutto's father. Prime Minister 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, in 1977 and 
bad him hanged two years later. 
Zia died in a plane crash Aug. 17, 
weeks after announcing the Nov. 
16 general elections that swept 
Bhutto's party to power. 

The elections were Pakistan’s 
first free elections in 11 years. 

Bhutto named Yahya Bakhtiar 
as attorney general, the same 
post he held under her father in 
the 1970s. 

All 10 cabinet ministers and 
seven ministers of state, the 


second echelon in rank, took the 
oath of office Sunday. President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan adminis- 
tered the oath. 

Keeping Yaqub Khan at the 
helm of foreign policy is a signal 
of continuity in Pakistan’s stand 
on the war in neighbou ring 
Afghanistan, Bhutto said at a 
weekend news conference. 

Pakistan, with help from the 
United States, supports Muslim 
guerrillas fighting the Soviet- 
backed Kabul government and 
shelters more than three million 
Afghan war refugees. 

Pakistan and Afghanistan 
signed a U.N.-brokered accord in 
April providing for the phased 
withdrawal of an estimated 
100,300 Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan by Feb. 15. 
Washington and Moscow were 
oo-guarantors of the accord. 

About half of the troops have 
already left, but the pullout is 
temporarily stalled because the 
communists claim Islamabad is 
violating the pact by continuing 


cabinet 

to arm the rebels. 

Pakistan cl aims it is entitled to 
supply such arms, saying 
Washington and Moscow agreed 
to continue their supplies to their 
allies in the 10-year war until the 
other side stops. 

Despite her bitter opposition to 
Zia, Bhutto said during her elec- 
tion campaign that she would 
maintain his Afghan policy until 
the fighting stops and the re- 
fugees feel safe to go home. 

In her fust official act as prime 
minister, Bhutto, 35, called 
Saturday for the release of about 
1,000 political prisoners con- 
victed under Zia’s martial law. 

In a recommendation to the 
president, she also called for the 
commutation of all death sent- 
ences and the release of all 
female prisoners except those 
convicted of murder. 

Ishaq Khan did not immediate- 
ly respond but Ahssan, the new 
law minister, said the president 
was required to act on the advice 
of the prime minister. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Expelled Yugoslavs leave Sydney 


SYDNEY |AP) — Expelled Yugoslav diplomatic staff Sunday 
night left Sydney on a flight to Belgrade as Yugoslavia officially 
responded to the forced closure of its Sydney consulate. The staff, 
including a security guard wanted in the shooting of a 16-year-old 
Croatian demonstrator outside the consulate Nov. 27, departed 
on a Yugoslav airlines plane at around 1 130 GMT. They had been 
driven out of the consulate gates in Woollahra. in Sydney's 
eastern suburbs, amid tight security about seven hours earlier. 
More than 100 New South Wales and federal police swarmed 
around Sydney's international airport during the lengthy wait for 
take-off. But the dozens of officers had little to do as the 
anticipated demonstrators failed to show up. 

Chinese schoolgirls strike 


PEKING (AP) — A band of schoolgirls have gone on strike in a 
village in south China, refusing to do housework, tend the fields 
or take care of their siblings unless their parents let them attend 
school, according to a report Sunday. The peasant daily (Nong- 
min Ribao). published each day by the Communist Party of 
China, said the girls, ages between eight and 15. were fighting a 
Chinese tradition that holds that education is for men only. But 
the girls are also battling recent economic changes that have made 
education more costly for many peasant families. “Most of the 
girls from Jia Cui village aren't allowed to go to school,” said the 
report about the village in Guangxi province. “Those few that do 
go only make it to the third or fourth grade.” China’s education 
system faces a shortage of funds as the cost of books, electricity, 
food and other services have soared due to rising inflation. As a 
result, many schools have started levying fees, contradicting an 
official policy of free education for all. In the cities, many work 
units pay these fees, but in the countryside, families are often 
stuck with the bill. So peasant families tend to send their boys to 
school and keep their girls at home. 

Castro hopes for pragmatic Bush 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Cuban President Fidel Castro said 
Saturday that the long-term U.S. strategy of isolating Cuba has 
collapsed, and he hopes President-elect George Bush will be more 
pragmatic in recognising Latin American realities. “It's always 
better to deal with a pragmatic man than to deal with a man like 
President (Ronald) Reagan, who has a mind from the last 
century, if that doesn't offend the last century,” Castro said at an 
' evening news conference. Still. Castro said he could not speculate 
on whether there would be changes in the currently tense, causic 
relations between the United States and communist Cuba under 
the new Bush administration, which takes office Jan. 20. "They 
say Bush is more pragmatic and less ideological than Reagan,” 
said Castro. “But we'll have to see what happens and how the new 
administration behaves." Castro said his visit to Mexico City for 
the inauguration of Carlos Salinas de Gortari as president of 
Mexico is a sign that the United Stales’ long-term policy of 
isolating Cuba has fallen apart. 

Discovery flight could be delayed 

CAPE CANAVERAL (R) — The next space shuttle mission, a 
flight of the spaceship Discovery set for February, could be 
delayed because of a damaged satellite booster motor, the U.S. 
space agency announced Saturday. The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) disclosed the problem while 
Discovery's sister ship, Atlantis, was flying on the second day of a 
secret militarv mission. 


Burmese opposition 
figure quits alliance 


Bush means continuity, 
Reagan to tell Gorbachev 


BANGKOK (R) — The chair- 
man of the main opposition group 
fighting for democracy in Burma 
resigned at the weekend after a 
row over possible communist in- 
fluence. 

The National League for 
Democracy issued a statement 
saying General Aung Gyi, a col- 
laborator-turned-critic of veteran 
leader Ne Win, resigned as chair- 
man Saturday. 

He left after fellow members of 
the league’s 42-member central 
council voted to reject his charges 
against eight council members of 
being communist or communist 
sympathiser, the statement, re- 
ceived in Bangkok, said. 

Aung Gyi, 70, had already 
established a separate group, the 
Union National Democracy Par- 
ty, and be was expected to regis- 
ter this with the election commis- 
sion to compete politically with 
the league, political sources in 
Rangoon said. 

The military authorities, who 
staged a bloody army takeover 
Sept. 18 after a popular uprising 
against one-party socialist rule, 
have said they would hold elec- 
tions when they deem law and 


order have been restored. 

More than 150 parties have 
registered with the commission. 
There was no immediate com- 
ment from Aung San Suu Kyi, 
the 43-year-old daughter of 
national hero Aung San and 
secretary general of the league, 
who emerged as a focus of 
opposition hopes during months 
of mass demonstrations last 
summer. 

A source close to Aung San 
Suu Kyi, said General Tin Oo, a 
62-year-old former defence 
minister and vice chairman of the 
league, would not be leaving the 
group to join Aung Gyi. The 
three-way alliance was the driving 
force of the group. 

The split in the league was 
considered by diplomats as a se- 
rious blow for the emerging poli- 
tical opposition rhat sought a 
broad-based unity to combat the 
small military elite under Ne Win 
that has ruled Burma for 26 
years. 

But Western diplomats said 
some league leaders expressed 
relief on the departure of Aung 
Gyi whose close link with the 
military establishment was consi- 



dered a mixed blessing. 

While he could talk easily with 
army chiefs, his past raised suspi- 
cion with the young activists who 
form the core of the league’s 
support. 

League sources said Aung Gyi 
had accused eight members of the 
council, including three of the 
12-member national executive, of 
being communist 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan said Saturday be 
planned to tell Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev at their fifth 
and final meeting next week that 
President-elect Bush represented 
continuity as well as change. 

Reagan said in his weekly radio 
address the meeting in New York 
Wednesday would not be a for- 
mal summit with a formal 
agenda. 

“But you can be sure that I’ll 
be telling Mr. Gorbachev that 
George Bush represents change, 
yes, but also continuity,” Reagan 
said. Bush will also attend the 
talks. 

U.S. officials have played 
down the meeting in New York 
Wednesday, refusing to call it a 
summit. 

But Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Vladimir Petrovsky told 
reporters in Moscow Friday that 
the Kremlin saw the meeting as 
“an important link in the de- 
velopment of dialogue.” 

“On that basis, the Soviet lead- 
ership intends to put on the agen- 
da of the New York talks impor- 
tant, significant questions of real 
political coordinated action by 


both sides over a wide range of 
problems," he declared. 

Petrovsky did not elaborate, 
but in a statement he left little 
doubt Gorbachev would be urging 
the U.S. leaders to support a call 
for an international conference 
on Afghanistan. 

Craig Fuller, Bush’s chief of 
staff and co-director of his transi- 
tion team, told reporters Friday 
that while matters of substance 
would be discussed, “we're not 
going to lay out a framework so 
mat action will be taken in the 
months ahead.” . 

"We’re looking at the meeting 
next week as an opportunity for 
the vice-president and Mr. Gor- 
bachev to meet again... to get to 
know one another a little better.” 

The meeting will be Gor- 
bachev's final meeting with 
Reagan and his first with Bush 
since Bush was elected last 
month. 

Fuller said Bush wants Secret- 
ary of State-designate James Bak- 
er to meet North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) allies and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze before a full-scale 
Bush-Gorbaehev summit is held. 


Sinhalese front turns shadow government in south 


By Marilyn Odchimar 
Reuter 

MATARA. Sri Lanka — 
Spreading fear through strikes 
backed by death threats, the 
Marxist People’s Liberation 
Front (JVP) has become a sha- 
dow government in Sri Lanka's 
troubled south, politicians say. 

The JVP has halted almost 
all services in the south. 

“The government is no lon- 
ger functioning here. The post 
office, banks, schools and 
other government services are 
closed,” said H.S. Sflva of the 
opposition Freedom Party. 

“In a way, the JVP has 
replaced it. ft collects... taxes. 
Workers don't go to work and 
that’s why everything is closed. 
Most obey out of fear,” he said 
at his home in Tangalle, 150 
kilometres from Colombo. 

Police said Marxist gunmen 
shot dead more than 600 peo- 
ple since August of last year. A 


few were beheaded. 

The JVP, composed mostly 
of Sinhalese youths drawn to 
its Marxist ideology, has aban- 
doned the armed insurrection 
strategy it used in its failed 
attempt to oust the govern- 
ment in 1971. 

Instead, it has demanded the 
dissolution of parliament and 
early general elections. Its aim 
is to topple Sri Lanka's 11- 
year-old government. 

Though it has about 90 auto- 
matic rifles stolen from the 
army and about 1,000 shotguns 
confiscated from farmers, the 
front has not staged an armed 
uprising or resorted to guerrilla 
fighting. 

"It was careful in avoiding a 
frontal confrontation with the 
army,” said a senior military 
officer. 

Security officials believe the 
front has only ISO “hard core" 
cadres in the south. It gives the 
impression of having more, but 


officials say this is because of 
the mobility of up to six “kil- 
ler” squads. 

Political analysts said the 
killings were meant to cut gras- 
sroots support for the ruling 
United National Party (UNP) 
of President Junius Jayewar- 
dene. 

A 100-km kilometre stretch 
along the southern coast had 
no electricity for days after the 
front damaged an electricity 
pylon. People regularly queue 
up for water and rationed 
kerosene. 

Rice, a staple, is difficult to 
find. 

Villagers who used to sell 
seashells and clothes to tourists 
are jobless as are hotel workers 
after the government advised 
tourists to stay away. 

Security alert 

In Hambantota, public 
transport is a .few state-run 
buses driven by army soldiers. 


At least five soldiers travel 
inside the buses to provide 
security. Troops patrol the 
roads in jeeps. 

‘Tm catering to the essential 
services just to keep it rolling,” 
said Brigadier General Laksh- 
man Algama. “The peo- 
ple.. .are sick and their backs 
are on the wall." 

Military officials said the 
army was refraining from un- 
leashing force because inno- 
cent bystanders and voters 
might be hurt in the run-up to 
the Dec. 19 presidential elec- 
tions. 

Most residents said the front 
made use of anti-government 
sentiment brimming in the 
south for the past few years. 
But hardships caused by the 
strikes were making it unpopu- 
lar now. 

"There is a backlash against 
the JVP but if parliament ‘is 
dissolved, Thtty’d become 
heroes overnight,” said Silva. 


The atrocious killings by the 
front have reduced die and; 
government feelings among 
us,” said a 76-year-old retired 
civil servant in the southern 
village of Weligama. 

Most Sinhalese, who com- 
prise 75 per cent of the 16 
million population, are dis- 
appointed at Jayewardene for 
calling a 1982 referendum 
which extended the six-year 
term of a parliament domin- 
ated by his party for a further 
six years. 

Many became angry after be 
signed a pact with India last 
year to end a five-year rebel- 
lion of minority Tamils. About 
52,000 Indian soldiers were 
sent in to enforce the pact. 

The president announced 
Saturday that he was dissolving 
parliament Dec. 20, one day 
after the presidential ejections 
and set parliament elections for 
Feb. 15. 
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U.S. to send Bibles, 
gum to Soviets 

NEW YORK (R) — Americans 
wfll be allowed to send Bibles and 
copies of the. Talmud as well as 
I computers and bubble gum to the 
Soviet Union for the first time 
I under a pact signed Saturday, the 
New York Times reported. The 

contract was agreed tty New York 
b usin essman Sidney Reiner and 
the Soviet U.S. trade delegation, 
with ReineT to begin parcel ship-- 
ments “in a few months,” the 
• newspaper said in its Sunday edi- 
tion. The Times quoted an offi- 
cial of the Kremlin’s official trade 
corporation, Axntorg, as confirm- 
ing that contracts were pending 
with several companies — includ- 
ing Reiner’s Cosmos Parcel Cor- 
poration — to resume shipments 
ended by the Soviet Union in 
19S4. 

New Zealand film 
wins prize 

HONOLULU (AP) — “Illust- 
rious Energy,” a New Zealand 
film about Chinese immigrants 
prospecting for gold in that coun- 
ty in the 1890s, has now foe 
East-West Centre Award at the 
Hawaii International Film Festiv- 
al. The award is given to a film 
that “best promotes the festival 
goal of promoting understanding 
among the people of Asia, the 
Pacific and foe United States.” 
The annual festival, which con- 
cluded here Saturday, is foe 
eighth to be sponsored by foe 
East-West Centre at the Uni- 
versity of Hawaii. “Illustrious 
Energy's” director and co-writer, 
Leon Narbey, was also honoured 
during Friday night’s awards 
ceremony with the Eastman 
Kodak Award for Cinematogra- 
phy, for his earlier work as a 
cinematographer. 

Nervous censors 
altered script 
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NEW YORK (R) — The original 
script of a radio show which 
caused a nationwide panic in 1938 
reveals that broadcast censors, 
concerned by foe script's realism, 
tried in vain to soften its disturb- 
ing potential. The typescript for 
Orson Welles’ “War of the 
World,” to be sold at auction at 
Sotheby's here later this mouth, 
contains a number of changes 
made by censors at CBS radio, 
the show's broadcaster. Sotheby’s 
Marsha Malinowski told Reuters 
foe yellowing script shows nearly 
30 changes suggested by CBS 
censors “to diminish the realistic 
tenor" of the piece, fra a clear, 
bold hand, censors changed foe 
names of New York landmarks 
such as foe Museum of Natural 
History in an attempt to under- 
line foe show's fictional nature. 
The dramatisation of a Martian 
invasion of New Jersey was aired 
on the eve of Halloween 50 years 
ago. It was so realistic that many 
listeners across the country 
panicked, crowding into church 
basements for safety and roaming 
the highways with guns. 

Superman’s love 
to study directing 

TORONTO (AP) — Canadian 
native Margot Kidder, who play- 
ed Lois Lane in all four Super- 
man movies, will study directing 
for a year at the Canadian centre 
for Advanced Film Studies. She 
was one of 11 fellows announced 
by producer-director Norman 
Jewison, founder of the two-year- 
old centre. Kidder was born in 
Yellowknife in the northwest ter- 
ritories and started her acting 
career in Vancouver, British Col- 
umbia, before moving to Los 
Angeles. 
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Napoleon’s invasion 
plan sold 




PARIS (R) — The original 
manuscript of Napoleon Bona- 
parte’s secret, and unfulfilled, 
plans to invade Britain fetched 
125,000 francs ($20,000) at a 
Paris auction last week. Bona- 
parte’s scheme , penned in a crab- 
bed hand while victualling his 
Mediterranean fleet in the port of 
Toulon in 1803, was one of the 
major successes in a sale of 100 
rare. French manuscripts which 
went under the hammer at 
Drouot auction house. The 
manuscript listed the first French 
emperor's quixotic ideas on ways 
of invading the southern coast- 
land of France’s traditional 
enemy. Napoleon never managed 
to conquer Britain and was defe- 
ated by foe Duke of Wellington 
at Waterloo in 1815. The Napo- 
leon manuscript was one of the 
highlights of foe auction, where 
one of the biggest successes was 
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foe sale of the complete first 
edition of playwright Moliere’s 




work for ; 1.9 million -'.franca. 
($320,000). Experts said this was 
probably the highest ever reached 
at auction for a work of the 
17th-century writer. 
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